Reuben Kent
Lest we forget

Geoff Kent - July 2017

Page 1 of 38

Contents
Introduction by Geoff Kent .................................................................................................................3
Reuben's Parents and their Ancestors ..................................................................................................5
Reuben’s Siblings ................................................................................................................................8
Reuben's Birth ......................................................................................................................................9
Reuben’s Wife and Children .............................................................................................................10
World War 1 - Background ...............................................................................................................12
World War 1 - Recruitment ...............................................................................................................13
World War 1 - The Battles of Ypres ..................................................................................................14
Reuben’s Death ..................................................................................................................................19
Transcription from Reuben’s War Record ........................................................................................21
Reuben’s Grave .................................................................................................................................24
Remembered with Honour .................................................................................................................26
Reuben’s Commemoration in Measham ...........................................................................................27
Reuben’s Memorial Card ...................................................................................................................31
Annie’s life after Reuben’s Death .....................................................................................................32
Descendants of Reuben and Annie ....................................................................................................34
Poem for The Fallen ..........................................................................................................................38

Page 2 of 38

Introduction by Geoff Kent
Reuben Kent was my Great Uncle who sadly died in World War 1.
When I started work on Reuben’s Story it was with little knowledge beyond his name in the World
War 1 section on the Measham War Memorial and his place in the Kent Family Tree which my
brother Eric had developed.

Relationship between Reuben and Geoff Kent
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Sadly, by the time I began to create this document in 2016, the older relatives on the Kent side of
the family who might have provided a source of the personal details of Reuben's life were no longer
alive. However, some living descendants of Reuben have been able to provide some photographs
and information which is of great value in preserving Reuben’s memory. I would particularly like
to thank the following: Rosalind Clowes
Jack Wright
Paul Wyatt
Ian Wright
Eric Kent
Information on the internet has enabled me to add details about World War 1 which were relevant
to Reuben's life.
I hope that as time goes by, others will maintain this document or develop a better one. In
particular, future descendants could be added and informed about Reuben’s Story, so that all can
appreciate and reflect on the sacrifice that Reuben and his fellow servicemen made for our freedom.
Equally, we should remember the great loss and hardship that Reuben’s wife Annie and children
Florence Edith and Edna May suffered while he was away fighting in World War 1, at his death,
and in the years after his death.
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Reuben's Parents and their Ancestors
Reuben’s Parents
Reuben’s parents were William Kent (born in 1849 and died in 1923) and Jemima Eleanor
Wileman (born in 1856 and died in 1944).
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Ancestors of Reuben’s Father
There are several William Kent’s in our Kent Family Tree and the one who was Reuben’s Father
was born in 1849 and died in 1923. The known ancestors of Reuben’s Father date back to about
1785: -
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Ancestors of Reuben’s Mother
Reuben’s Mother was called Jemima Eleanor Wileman (born in 1856 and died in 1944). She
married Reuben’s Father William on February 8th 1875, at Measham Parish Church.
Ancestors of Jemima date back at least as far as 1795 in the Kent Family Tree.
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Reuben’s Siblings
Reuben was one of 12 brothers and sisters: –
Edward (died in June 1956, aged 80).
William (coal miner, died of pneumonia in May 1917, aged 40).
Eleanor (died in February 1961, aged about 80).
Albert (coal miner, died of a brain tumour in May 1919, aged 35).
Reuben.
George (died when only 3).
Joseph (my grandfather, died 20 February 1962, aged 71).
Mary Ann (died early in 1982, aged 88).
Walter (died in May 1981, aged 85).
Alice (died in September 1933, aged 36).
Charles Frederick (died before 1 year old).
Edith Annie (died in August 1989, aged 87).
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Reuben's Birth
Reuben was born on 4 December 1885 in Measham.

William KENT

Jemima Eleanor WILEMAN

Born: 7 Oct 1849 in Measham, Leics
Died: 14 Nov 1923 in Bosworth
Road, Measham, Leics

Born: 15 Apr 1856 in Measham,
Leics
Marr: 8 Feb 1875 in Measham Parish
Church
Died: 10 Aug 1944 in Measham,
Leics

Reuben KENT
Born: 4 Dec 1885 in Measham, Leics
Died: 1 Oct 1917 in Flanders,
Belgium

In the 1911 Census (shown below), Reuben was living with his parents and siblings Joseph, Mary
Ann, Walter, Alice and Edith. The address was Rosedale Cottage, Bosworth Road, Measham – this
may well have been one of the cottages (now demolished) near the Ilott Wharf.
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Reuben’s Wife and Children
On 7 August 1911 Reuben (aged 25) married Annie Wyatt (aged 23) in Measham Baptist Chapel.
They had two daughters, Florence Edith Kent (born 19 January 1913) and Edna May Kent (born 16
July 1915).

They lived in Adcocks Yard, which is off High Street to the right of the “BIRD IN HAND” Public
House in Measham.

Down this alley with the sign “Adcocks Yard” are two terraces of houses. One terrace has house
numbers 1 to 4 and the other has house numbers 5 to 8.
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Jack Wright (who was one of three children born to Annie after she remarried in 1922) has
confirmed that Reuben and Annie lived at house number 4 (see below): -

Looking at this house, it is quite emotional to think that Reuben, Annie and their two children
Florence and Edna once lived here.
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World War 1 - Background
World War 1 lasted for four and a half years from 1914 to 1918.
Prior to the war, peace in Europe appeared superficially to be safe, with the heads of the three
major powers - Britain, Germany and Russia – all being ruled by grandsons of Queen Victoria.
Britain had King George V, Germany had Kaiser Wilhelm II and Russia had Zsar Nicholas.
However in practice, despite the family links between these cousins, tensions were rising in Europe
as Germany embarked on a military build-up to compensate for its lack of empire such as that
which Britain enjoyed. This rising tension caused a complex network of treaties between countries
to be introduced, with the aim of any attack on a country in an alliance being defended by the other
country or countries in the alliance. These alliances included: Britain – France
France – Russia
Russia – Serbia
Britain - Belgium
Germany – Austria/Hungary
Given the high state of tension, it only needed a relatively minor incident to trigger conflict. This
occurred on 28 June 1914 when Arch-Duke Ferdinand (heir to the Austrian/Hungarian Empire) and
his wife Sophie (Duchess of Hohenberg) were assassinated. Their killer was only a 19-year-old
Bosnian-Serb radical. However, this brought to a head a long running dispute between Serbia and
Austria/Hungary over territory. With German encouragement, Austria/Hungary then declared war
on Serbia. Then, the extent of the network of alliances produced responses which quickly triggered
war throughout Europe. Russia began marshalling its forces which caused Germany to declare war,
first on Russia and then on Russia's ally France.
Germany then decided to invade its neighbour France, but France had strong forces in place on the
border. Therefore, Germany proceeded to attack France via neutral Belgium. Belgium's ally
Britain then declared war on Germany and sent its troops into Belgium.
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World War 1 - Recruitment
In 1914, Britain had the most powerful navy in the world. However, its army was small, consisting
of only about 82,000 men, although they were very well trained. Other countries had much larger
armies – Germany 840,000, France 850,000 and Russia 1,250,000 men. Even the Belgium army
had 120,000 men.
Recruitment for the British Army soon became intense. Posters - such as the well-known one
shown below featuring Field Marshall Kitchener - were effective in appealing to working class men
that they were needed to save their country. Groups of friends and acquaintances were encouraged
to join together and fight together – in what became known as pals battalions.

By the end of the first year of war, a million soldiers had been recruited.
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World War 1 - The Battles of Ypres
Introduction
The Battles of Ypres (and the numerous battles that surrounded this Flanders town) has become
linked forever with World War One. Along with the Battle of the Somme, the battles at Ypres and
Passchendaele have gone down in history. The Belgium town of Ypres (this is the French name for
the town – the local Flanders name is Ieper) had been the centre of battles before, due to its
strategic position, but the sheer devastation of the town and the surrounding countryside seems to
perfectly summarise the futility of battles fought in World War One.
The land surrounding Ypres to the north is flat and canals and rivers link it to the coast. The major
centre in this part of Flanders was Ypres. Control of the town gave control of the surrounding
countryside and all the major roads converged on the town. To the south of the town the land rises
to about 500 feet (the Mesen Ridge) which would give a significant height advantage to whichever
side controlled this ridge of high land.
Note: Where the term “salient” is used in the following sections, this indicates a discrete piece of
territory projecting out (e.g. as the battle front near Ypres projected out towards German territory).

The First Battle of Ypres
British troops entered Ypres in October 1914. They were unaware of the large size of the German
force advancing on the town.
Germany was initially hopeful of quickly driving through Belgium to capture France and at first the
German advance drove back the British forces in Belgium. The first days of November directly
affected the town. Each day Ypres was shelled and civilian casualties were high. This tactic set the
scene for what Ypres was to suffer for several more years. However, the British, supported by
French and Belgium forces, fought back. As the end of 1914 approached, the Germans had not
taken Ypres and a stalemate was reached as winter set in. Heavy rain meant that any movement
was impossible as the roads turned to mud.
The first battle at Ypres limped to a halt. Both sides sought protection by digging trenches and
fighting degenerated into a trench war around the key areas. At the time, no one could imagine that
this area of fighting would continue for most of the war in three prolonged stages which became
identified as the first, second and third battles of Ypres.

Page 14 of 38

British soldiers huddle in the snow just outside of the town of Ypres (which can be seen in the
top left hand corner). The treeless background summarises the bombardment the region
suffered from and the conditions the soldiers lived in.
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The devastation of Ypres - barely a building was left undamaged by shell bombardment

Page 16 of 38

The Second Battle of Ypres
The Second Battle of Ypres, as it is known in British military history, encompassed four battles in
the northern sector of the Ypres Salient. The first of these began on 22nd April 1915 as a surprise
attack by the German 4th Army on the French sector of the Allied Front Line.
This attack witnessed the first use of a new German weapon on the Western Front: a cloud of
poisonous gas. It was carried on a gentle breeze towards French troops and because of its
devastating effect, the German infantry made a significant advance into Allied territory within a
few hours.
During the following four weeks after the surprise gas cloud attack the Allied Forces of Belgium,
France and Britain fought to hold off the successful German advance and to regain the ground that
had been lost north of Ypres. The battle ended on 25th May 1915.

The Third Battle of Ypres (also known as The Battle of Passchendaele)
To the south of Ypres lies Mesen. The hills around Mesen had been controlled by the Germans
since 1914, and to give the Allies a morale boost, the Allied High Command ordered an attack on
Mesen Ridge. The Allies had spent time digging tunnels underneath the Ridge which were packed
with explosives. On June 7th 1917, nineteen of the mines were detonated. The noise of the
explosions was heard in London. The stunned German troops on the Ridge were easily taken by
the Australian and New Zealand troops that attacked the Ridge after the explosions.
This led on to The Third Battle of Ypres, sometimes called The Battle of Passchendaele. For the
soldiers who fought at Passchendaele, it was known as the ‘Battle of Mud’. Few battles
encapsulate World War One better than the Battle of Passchendaele. The attack at Passchendaele
was Sir Douglas Haig’s attempt to break through Flanders. Haig had thought about a similar attack
in 1916, but the Battle of the Somme occupied his time in that year. However, one year later, Haig
felt able to launch such an attack. His main aim was a breakthrough to the coast of Belgium so that
German submarine pens could be destroyed. Admiral Jellicoe had already advised both Haig and
the British government that the loss of shipping (primarily merchant) could not be sustained and
that Britain would face severe problems in 1918, if such losses continued. Haig’s plan, to sweep
through Flanders to the coast, did not receive support from Britain’s Prime Minister, David Lloyd
George, but as the Allies had no other credible plan, he gave his agreement for Haig to carry out his
plan.
On July 18th 1917, a heavy artillery barrage was launched at the German lines. This lasted for ten
days. Three thousand artillery guns fired over four million shells. Therefore, the German army in
the area fully expected a major Allied attack – so any vague hope of surprise was lost, as was true
in any attack that started with a major artillery bombardment.
The infantry attack started on 31st July 1917. The main assault was led by Sir Hubert Gough’s
Fifth Army. To their left were units from the French First Army led by Anthoine and to Gough’s
right was the Second Army led by the victor of Messines, Sir Herbert Plumer.
The Germans, as happened at the Somme, were fully prepared and the Allied attack, launched
across an eleven-mile front, made only small gains. Then in the early days of August, the area was
saturated with the heaviest rain the region had seen in thirty years. The area in Flanders became
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effectively a swamp. Tanks, sent forward to help the infantry, simply got stuck. Infantry soldiers
found movement very difficult. The impact of the artillery bombardment had destroyed the
drainage systems of the region which greatly added to the problem. The shell craters made by the
Allied shelling filled with water and did not allow advancing men the opportunity to hide in them.
The fields through which men should have gone became impassable.
Haig blamed the lack of progress not on the abnormal weather and the conditions it caused, but on
Gough. Haig moved Gough and his men to a front further north and put Plumer in charge of the
battle. Plumer used different tactics to Gough. He wanted small gains that could be permanently
held as opposed to Gough’s apparent desire for one major sweeping movement that would bring
success. As a result, Plumer fought a series of small battles within Flanders – the Battle of Menin
Road Bridge, the Battle of Polygon Wood and the Battle of Broodseinde. These were fought
between September and October 1917. These gave British forces the advantage in the territory to
the east of Ypres. Haig became convinced that German morale was on the verge of collapsing and
ordered that the offensive be continued to Passchendaele Ridge.
To the north east of Ypres, plans went less well for the Allies. If one battle summarises the pain of
war it was Passchendaele. In October 1917 the area was drenched with rain - for a month.
Conditions for the troops were appalling. In the trenches it could be dark and freezing cold, with
rain or snow turning the mud into a quagmire. Trench foot was common on both sides. There was
the frequent deafening noise of enemy shells presenting the constant threat of death for each soldier
and his colleagues. The fight for Passchendaele and the extra height the area would give the victors
started on October 12th 1917. By November 6th, the area had been captured for the Allies at
terrible loss for both sides - for about 900 metres of land.
The arrival of the Americans into the war in 1917 hastened the defeat of the Germans and the last
shell fell on Ypres on the 14th of October 1918.
In the area around Ypres - including Hill 60, Passchendaele, Lys, Sanctuary Wood etc. - over
1,700,000 soldiers on both sides were killed or wounded and an uncounted number of civilians.
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Reuben’s Death
Reuben’s regiment was the 7th Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment. In late September 1917 the
regiment were involved in the battle known as Polygon Wood at Ypres in Belgium.

Details are as follows: Location: Joist Farm. British defeat in overall Allied victory.
On 25th September a German counter-attack around Polygon Wood had recaptured some of the
ground lost during the Battle of the Menin Road.
The following day the Allied advance, comprising X Corps, V Corps and I Anzac Corps, resumed
on a front extending from the Menin Road to St Julien and centred on Polygon Wood, to remove
them. Following the successful capture, the Germans resumed their counter-attacks to win the
position back again.
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On 29th September, 110th Infantry Brigade of 21st Division, took over the X Corps positions at
Joist Farm, east of Polygon Wood. 8th Leicestershire Regiment and 9th Leicestershire Regiment
were still in the process of trying to consolidate the positions in the sodden ground when at 05.25
hours on 1st October they were subjected to a massive artillery bombardment, quickly followed by
a mass of German storm troops emerging from the smoke.
Pushed back despite a valiant charge by Lt-Colonel Bent who was awarded a posthumous Victoria
Cross for his actions, a fierce battle for the positions raged for most of the morning. Reuben’s
regiment – the 7th Leicestershire Regiment - coming up in support were badly hit by artillery fire
and the brigade was forced to retreat back into Polygon Wood.

Reuben died aged 31, during the battle of Polygon Wood on 1 October 1917.
The following information has been provided by Rosalind Clowes (Reuben’s
Granddaughter):
He trod on a land mine which we know for sure as his mate Tommy from Nottingham later
came to see his wife Annie.
At this time, his wife Annie was 29 years old and his two daughters were only 4 and 2 years
old.
The details and documents associated with Reuben’s death and burial are as follows: Private 29000, 7th Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment.
Killed in action 1 October 1917. Aged 31.
Born Measham, enlisted Burton-on-Trent, resident Swadlincote, Derbyshire.
Son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Kent, of Bosworth Rd., Measham; husband of Mrs. A. Kent, of Adcocks
Yard, Measham.
Buried in NEW IRISH FARM CEMETERY, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Plot XXXIII.
Row F. Grave 17.
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Transcription from Reuben’s War Record
First name(s)

Reuben

Last name

Kent

Age

31

Birth year

-

Birth place

Measham, Leics

Service number

29000

Rank

Private

Unit or regiment

Leicestershire Regt.

Battalion

7

Enlistment date

Burton-on-Trent, Staffs

Address line 1

Adcock’s Yard

Location

-

City/Town

Measham

County/State

Leicestershire

Country

England

Death year

1917

Death date

01-Oct-1917

Died

1917-10-01

Cause of death

Killed in action

Burial commemoration

New Irish Farm Cemetery, St Jean-Les-Ypres, Belgium
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Notes

PD. He was the son of Mr and Mrs W. Kent of Bosworth Road,
Measham, Leics., and the husband of Mrs A. Kent.
The War Diary for today records POLYGON WOOD: Relief. Last night the Battalion under command of Major HOWITT
with a strength of 19 officers and 400 other ranks marched from
SCOTTISH WOOD via BEDFORD HOUSE, ZILLEBEKE,
SANCTUARY WOOD and CLAPHAM JUNCTION to relieve the
support positions originally held by the 31st Battalion of the 8th
AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY Brigade. A long halt was taken
immediately north of BEDFORD HOUSE for tea, and issue of special
fighting stores. Relief was completed by 11.30pm.
Dispositions. The 9th LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT were holding
the right front, the 8th LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT the left front of
the Brigade front. The 7th LEICESTERSHIRE REG IMENT were in
support and the 6th LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT in reserve. The
7th LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT was disposed as follows: - Right
front Company J.9.d.2.1. 'C' Company under Captain H. H. HENDHILL.
Left front Company J.9.d.2.7. 'D' Company under Captain A. A.
CLARKE M.C. Support Company J.9.c.9.1. 'B' Company under Captain
W. A. EVANS. Reserve Company J.9.c.1.1. under Lieutenant H. R.
HORNE. Plus 3 reserve Lewis gun teams. Battalion HQ J.14.b.7.8.
Partly dug positions were available for 'C' and 'B' Companies, other
Companies had to dig in, in their own areas. The whole of the relief was
completed, and digging in well started without a single casualty. The
night was exceptionally quiet.
Hostile attack. About 4.45am. the enemy put down a heavy barrage and
at 5.20am delivered heavy counter attack, the main weight of this
appearing to come from CAMERON COVERT. Under this heavy
pressure, the left Battalion of the Brigade on our right appeared to be
suffering heavy casualties and getting pushed back. A platoon of 'B'
Company under Lieutenant V. C. HALES was right formed and moved
up to get in touch with the rear line of the 9th LEICESTERSHIRE
REGIMENT to form a right defensive flank. This platoon got in
position but Lieutenant HALES was wounded. The enemy barrage line
was due north - south through J.9. central. Our left front Company were
suffering heavy casualties so they moved further east to clear the
barrage. Captain A. A. CLARKE M.C. was killed and 2nd Lieutenant P.
E. AGAR and 2nd Lieutenant C. G. SCARFE wounded. The hostile
barrage and counter attack still continued, and the right front Company
supported by 2 platoons of support Company, left front Company
supported by 1 platoon of support Company were pushed forward
through the barrage in section snakes, to again attack the enemy in any of
our positions. These supports lost very heavily going through the
barrage (approximately 50%). The left front Battalion were still holding
to their original positions, and our supports acted as reinforcements. The
right front Battalion had made three counter attacks and recovered all
with the exception of 2 or 3 small shell hole posts. 2nd Lieutenant R. W.
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T. MILES who had gone forward to reconnoitre assisted by 1 platoon of
'D' Company joined in the counter attack and was killed, and then
Sergeant MOSS who was wounded in the leg still led the platoon
forward until practically all became casualties under hostile machine gun
fire and Sergeant MOSS was again wounded in the face. There was a
gap of 250 yards to the east of CAMERON HOUSE and from our
Brigade boundary due south, our right front Battalion had pushed out 3
small posts in this area. With this big extension and owing to the very
heavy casualties of the right front Battalion the necessity of forming a
deep defensive flank it was considered unsafe to push forward any
further counter attack for the 2 or 3 shell hole posts. The remainder of
our support were therefore pushed from the shell hole line along the
eastern end of POLYGON WOOD J.10.c and the eastern front of
CAMERON HOUSE J.11.a.
Consolidation. When the hostile barrage had died down the reserve
Company came forward and formed a support switch north east - south
west about 200 yards long and 150 yards north west of the south east
corner of POLYGON WOOD J.10.c. Lieutenant Colonel BENT 9th
LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT was killed in the counter attack which
regained our positions. Major T. C. HOWITT took command of 9th
LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT in addition to 7th LEICESTERSHIRE
REGIMENT about noon. From the reports of 4 different prisoners
captured on the right Brigade front, the enemy was expected to attack
again at dusk. There had been considerable movement of troops in
CAMERON COVERT all the afternoon. A slow barrage was kept up
during the afternoon to strengthen our line and at dusk when the hostile
barrage came down our guns replied magnificently. Any hostile counter
attack was at once smashed by these, and only one prisoner leaked
through. Reserve Battalion. 2 reserve Companies of the 6th
LEICESTERSHIRE REGT. moved from the south east of
GLENGORSE WOOD and arrived at front line HQ. about 9.00pm. One
Company was put in support just east of CAMERON HOUSE and the
other formed into a switch north east - south west line behind the southeast angle of POLYGON WOOD. These Companies consolidated very
quickly, and for the first time since 5.30am. the line was tactically sound.
At midnight Lieutenant Colonel STEWART and one Company of 6th
LEICESTERSHIRE REGT. moved to the front line. This Company was
formed as support to left front Battalion. During the night, advanced
posts were pushed out along the front helping our front line slightly
forward.
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Reuben’s Grave
There are many cemeteries around Ypres for the graves of the local WW1 battles. Reuben is buried
in Plot XXXIII, Row F, Grave 17 of the New Irish Cemetery which is situated to the north of Ypres
near the N38 road.

New Irish Cemetery Entrance
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Relatives who have visited Reuben’s grave include his Daughter Edna Kent, Granddaughter
Rosalind Clowes and Great-Great-Nephew David Kent.
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Remembered with Honour
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Reuben’s Commemoration in Measham
A Commemoration on the War Memorial on Bosworth Road, Measham
Reuben Kent's death in the Great War is commemorated on the War Memorial adjacent to the
recreation ground on Bosworth Road in Measham.
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Another Commemoration in St Laurence Church, Measham
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Reuben’s Memorial Card
Explanation: Memorial cards are little treasures for the genealogist, the Victorian ones are
particularly beautiful and often packed with information about birth and death dates, relationships
and burial details. They were generally given to friends and family of the deceased by those
arranging the funeral. Sometimes they include the time and place that the funeral was to take place
so were almost like an invitation card, whilst others were sent as a remembrance for those who
were unable to attend.
The card would have been issued by Reuben's family, probably his widow or parents, to inform
family and friends of his death and final resting place.

Page 31 of 38

Annie’s life after Reuben’s Death
The following information has been provided by Rosalind Clowes (Reuben’s Granddaughter)
and her Uncle Jack Wright:
Reuben’s mother was a fishmonger in Swadlincote and not supportive of Annie after
Reuben died, sadly. So, Annie struggled to raise Florence and Edna after Reuben’s death
and took in washing.
Life became easier after Annie met and married William Wright.

William and Annie in 1939
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William and Annie had three children – Ronald, Jack and William. Jack is Rosalind’s Uncle and at
age ninety-one (in 2016) is a living history book. He volunteers at Measham museum.
Second Spouse and Children of Reuben’s Wife
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Descendants of Reuben and Annie
Spouse and Children of Daughter Florence Edith Kent

Spouse and Children of Daughter Edna May Kent
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Spouse and Children of Grandaughter Janet Mary Collier

Spouse and Children of Grandson Eric James Collier
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Spouse and Children of Granddaughter Lorna Margaret Hart

Spouse and Children of Grandson Stephen Wyatt Hart
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Spouse and Children of Grandson Grahame Leonard Hart

Spouse and Children of Granddaughter Rosalind Joy Hart
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Poem for The Fallen
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