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1.0

INTRODUCTION

We are brothers Eric Kent (aged 73) and Geoff Kent (aged 72).
Our Dad – Joseph Frederick Kent (known as Joe) – was born in 1916 and died in
1988. Joe lived in Measham for most of his life.
This document has been produced by us to present a record of Joe’s army
service in World War 2 (WW2).
Like many who fought in the war, Joe rarely discussed his wartime experiences
with his family. However, towards the end of his life we were able to obtain some
key facts from him, which, with the aid of modern technology such as internet
searches, has enabled us to present a reasonable picture of his service in WW2.
Hopefully, this will be passed down for future generations.

Note: This document follows on from a previous one dated July 2017 about our
great uncle Reuben Kent who sadly died in World War 1. Copies of that
document were provided to Measham Parish Council, Measham Museum and
Measham Church. Presently, the document can be viewed on the internet by
searching for Reuben Kent Measham Parish Council.
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2.0

JOE’S BACKGROUND

2.1

The Kent Family Line to Joe

Note: There is an increasing degree of uncertainty in the generations going back
before John Kent born 1699. Hence, the question marks against those people.

(Continues on next page)
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(Continues from previous page)
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2.2

Joe’s Parents and Siblings

Joe’s Dad was also called Joseph. He was born on 30 December 1890 in
Measham, Leicestershire and was one of twelve children (including Reuben Kent
whose story has been told in the document “Reuben Kent” written by Geoff Kent).
In the 1911 Census, Joseph was living with his parents and five other siblings in
Bosworth Road, Measham. He was working as a Miner’s Labourer, below
ground – possibly at Measham Main Colliery.

Joe’s Mum was Hannah Elizabeth Wardle. She was born in 1896 in Griffydam,
Leicestershire, and was one of nine children. In the 1911 Census, Hannah
Elizabeth was living with her parents and seven other siblings in Griffydam. She
was working as a General Servant.
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Joe’s parents married on 2 August 1913 in St. George & St. Mary Church,
Church Street, Church Gresley, Derbyshire. At the time of their marriage, Joseph
was living at 15 West Street, Swadlincote and Hannah lived at 20 Stanhope
Road, Church Gresley. Later, they lived at 71 Linton Heath, Linton.

St. George & St. Mary Church

Joseph and Hannah had 5 children – Elizabeth Hannah, Joe, Muriel, Reuben (not
the Reuben who died in World War 1) and George Herbert.

George Herbert was Baptised at Christ Church, Linton on 15 March 1923 and at
the time the family lived at 71 Linton Heath, Linton.
Joe’s Mum Hannah died aged 27 on 26 November 1923, when he was only 6
years old. She was buried in the Churchyard of Christ Church, Linton.
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Christ Church & Churchyard, Linton

This would have been a particularly sad situation, with Joseph left with the
impossible task of both working and looking after the 5 children. Hence, the
family was split up, with children being looked after by various relatives for a
while. Joe mentioned living at Norton-Juxta-Twycross (south of Measham).
Reuben went to live with his Aunt Edith at 79 Bosworth Road, Measham and
continued to live there until Edith’s death in 1989.
Within a year, Joseph re-married - to a lady called Rosa Plummer. Rosa was
born in 1883 in Winshill, (near Burton-on-Trent). She was one of nine children.
Their marriage may appear unduly hasty, but perhaps was driven by Joseph’s
desire to bring the children back together with him. In any event, the impression
was that Joseph and Rosa enjoyed a happy marriage. Rosa died in 1953 and
Joseph in 1962.

2.3

Joe in his teens and starting work

Joe might well have been capable of going to Grammar School and gaining
qualifications that would have changed his life. However, the family were not
well-off, so he finished school as soon as possible to find work and help the
family finances.
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Photograph of Joe – possibly in his late teens

The pre-war 1939 Register records Joe aged 22 and living on Bosworth Road,
Measham with Rosa (his stepmother), Joseph (his dad), George (his brother) and
Roy (the baby son of his sister Muriel).
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Note: The address shown is 1 The Cottage, Bosworth Road, Ashby-de-la
Zouch, but this is likely to be one of the cottages at The Ilott, Bosworth Road,
Measham, as Joe recorded on his Army Enrolment Papers in 1940.
The 1939 Register records that before the Second World War, Joe was a Coal
Miner (Heavy Worker) – probably at Measham Main Colliery. Based on Joe’s
recollections in later life, it seems likely that he worked on the surface (rather
than underground) - something that he resumed after the war.
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Bosworth Road at The Ilott, looking towards Measham
These two houses had been a coaching inn on the Measham to Bosworth route.
Just beyond the houses was an ungated railway crossing, which was used for
taking the coal from Measham Main Colliery to the barges at the Ilott Wharf on
the Ashby Canal and to the main railway line south of Measham. The left-hand
house was where Joseph, Joe and some other family members lived after
Hannah died. Joe moved about half a mile towards Measham, to a cottage at the
Crossroads when he married. Joseph continued to live at the Ilott until the midfifties. The two houses at the Ilott were demolished in 1965.
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3.0

WORLD WAR 2

3.1

Background to WW2

The Second World War had origins from the First World War. In the aftermath of
WW1, a peace treaty was signed in the French city of Versailles. The winners
used their powers to dominate the losers in a way which left dangerous tensions.
Germany was inevitably unhappy as it was made to accept severe conditions.
Militarily this stipulated no airforce, no tanks, no submarines, and an army of no
more than 100,000 troops. Economically it required Germany to repay what the
allies calculated to be the full cost of the war. Territorially Germany lost its
overseas empire and 13% of its territory.
Also, the map of Europe was redrawn with the realm of Austria-Hungary stripped
of its territory. New countries were created or re-established (Austria, Hungary,
Yugoslavia, Romania, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Lithuania, and Latvia) which
relied on their stronger neighbours for their survival - a far from stable
arrangement.
The economic relationships between countries after WW1 were complex.
European countries were indebted to the United States and hence were keen to
obtain funds from Germany to help them repay these debts. However, not
surprisingly, German finances were in a terrible state. In 1914, 20 German
marks had been worth one pound, whereas by 1922 it was 35,000 marks to the
pound and in 1923 it was 16 trillion marks to the pound! The United States
stepped in by lending Germany money. The resultant situation meant that the
United States was lending money to Germany, who then used much of this
money to repay Germany's depts to other European countries, who then used
much of this money to repay their debts to the United States! This was financial
recklessness.
During the 1920's, the American economy expanded very rapidly - a period
referred to as the "roaring twenties". Predictably, this ended with the Wall Street
Crash in 1929 which adversely affected not just the United States, but also
Europe and the wider world too, due to many currencies being linked by the "gold
standard". The net result was the Great Depression which lasted through the
1930's. This widespread depression created an environment which encouraged
the rise of dictators. In Germany and Italy, dictators appealed to desperate
citizens by promising to restore prosperity.
In Germany, Adolf Hitler joined the ‘National Socialist German Workers’ (or Nazi),
Party. He tapped into the bitter anger many Germans felt about the terms of the
peace agreement ending World War I. The treaty required Germany to pay
millions for war damages. Hitler blamed the nation’s economic woes on Jews
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and other groups. After coming to power in 1933, he jailed critics. His expansion
of German territory began with a violation of the World War I peace agreement.
He sent troops into the Rhineland, a part of Germany near the French border. In
1938, he invaded Austria and attached it to Germany. Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain of Britain met with Hitler in Munich, Germany, in September 1938.
Chamberlain agreed to allow Germany to take parts of Czechoslovakia. In
return, Hitler promised not to demand any more land.
Italy - which had fought alongside the allies against Germany in WW1 - had been
excluded from the peace process and the people felt that they had been poorly
compensated in the peace agreement. Benito Mussolini built a political
movement called fascism - a system under which the government rules through
terror and by appealing to racism and nationalism. Using black-shirted followers
to enforce his rule, Mussolini became prime minister of Italy in 1922. He won
over nationalists by promising to turn Italy into a new Roman Empire. His fascist
troops first invaded Libya and then in 1935 invaded Ethiopia in Africa. The
League of Nations had been formed to halt such aggression. However, it had
little success.
Russia was not even invited to the peace treaty signing and was far from happy
with the outcome. During this same period, dictator Joseph Stalin controlled the
Soviet Union. Communist parties loyal to the Soviet Union had followers
throughout Europe. Both Nazis and Fascists won many supporters by opposing
the Communists. People feared Communist governments would seize their
businesses and outlaw private property.
Japan too was unhappy with the outcome of the peace treaty, although it did gain
the transfer to Japan of the special privileges formerly held by imperial Germany
in the eastern Chinese province of Shandong. It also gained some islands in the
Pacific Ocean which had previously been held by Germany. However, it was
denied a statement which would have supported greater racial equality and
would have allowed more Japanese the freedom to emigrate from their crowded
country to places such as Australia. This dissatisfaction with the treaty
strengthened the hand of Japanese military leaders, who held a powerful position
in the government, and whose solution was then a plan for Japanese expansion
into other Asian countries. The reign of Emperor Hirohito began in 1926. In
1931, Japan invaded Manchuria, a province of China. The League of Nations did
little. In 1937, Japan began a full-scale invasion of China. In 1940, Japan, Italy,
and Germany formed the Axis Powers.
Like many in Britain who had lived through World War One, Prime Minister
Chamberlain was determined to avert another war. His policy of appeasement
towards Adolf Hitler culminated in the 29 September1938 Munich Agreement in
which Britain and France accepted that the Czech region of the Sudetenland
should be ceded to Germany. Chamberlain left Munich believing that by
appeasing Hitler he had assured 'peace for our time'. However, in March 1939
Page 14 of 79

Hitler annexed the rest of the Czech lands of Bohemia and Moravia, with
Slovakia becoming a puppet state of Germany. Five months later, on 1
September 1939, Hitler's forces invaded Poland. Germany’s massive air and
ground attack finally made Britain and France understand that Hitler could only
be stopped by force. Two days later, Britain and France declared war on
Germany.
3.2

World War 2 Timeline

1939
24 August 1939 - Germany and Russia sign a non-aggression pact.
1 September 1939 – Germany Invades Poland.
3 September 1939 - Britain & France declare war on Germany.
4 September 1939 – British Expeditionary Force (BEF) sent to help defend
France.
10 October 1939 – Russia requires Estonia, Latvia & Lithuania to admit Russian
garrisons onto their territories.
30 November 1939 – Russia attacks Finland but is initially repelled.
1940
1 February 1940 – Russia steps-up its attack of Finland.
6 March 1940 -Russia defeats Finland.
9 April 1940 – Norway had adopted a position of neutrality. However, Germany
commences the invasion of major Norwegian ports. Germany also invaded
Denmark.
14 April 1940 – British & French troops begin to land in Norway.
10 May to 22 June 1940 - Germany attacks Western Europe. Luxemberg is
occupied on 10 May. Netherlands surrenders on 14 May. Belgium surrenders
on 28 May. On 4 June, the advancing Germans reach Paris. On 22 June,
France signs an armistice agreement by which Germany occupies the northern
half of the country and the entire Atlantic coastline. In southern France, a French
government which collaborates with Germany is established with its capital in
Vichy.
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10 May 1940 – UK Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain resigns, and Winston
Churchill becomes the UK Prime Minister of a coalition government.
26 May to 4 June 1940 - British Expeditionary Force evacuated from the French
port of Dunkirk by an armada of hundreds of boats, large and small. By the end,
198,000 British troops and 140,000 French and Belgian troops were rescued
from Dunkirk. Also, 220,000 more troops were rescued from other French ports,
bringing the total of Allied troops evacuated to about 558,000.
27 May 1940 – British & French troops defeated the Germans in Norway, but
then were forced to leave Norway to help elsewhere. The Germans then
occupied Norway for the rest of the war.
4 June 1940 – Churchill’s speech:
"The British Empire and the French Republic, linked together in their cause and
in their need, will defend to the death their native soil, aiding each other like good
comrades to the utmost of their strength.
"Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous states have fallen
or may fall into the grip of the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule,
we shall not flag or fail.
"We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas
and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the
air, we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be.
"We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall
fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never
surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this island or a large
part of it were subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the seas, armed
and guarded by the British fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God's good
time, the new world, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and
the liberation of the old."

10 June 1940 – the Italian leader, Benito Mussolini, declared war against France
and Britain.
22 June 1940 – France signs an Armistice agreement with Germany. This
divided France into two zones, with northern areas under Germany military
control and southern areas under the control of a French (Vichy) government
approved by Germany.
24 June 1940 – France signs an Armistice with Italy.
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10 July to 31 October 1940 – Britain wins the Battle of Britain between the Royal
Air Force (RAF) and the German Luftwaffe, forcing Germany to indefinitely
postpone the invasion of Britain. During the Battle of Britain and for some
months after, Germany bombed London and other major cities in what became
known as the Blitz. Despite nightly bombings of London and other cities by the
Germans, Britain’s prime minister, Winston Churchill, inspired Britons to hold on.
In the United States, isolationists still urged Americans to stay out of European
affairs and avoid war.
August 1940 – in East Africa, Italian troops capture British Somaliland.
27 September 1940 – Germany, Italy and Japan signed a pact, becoming the
“Axis Powers”. Within 6 months, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, and Bulgaria had
also joined this pact.
7 December 1940 – the war in the North African desert between the Allies and
the Axis powers commences.
1941
6 January 1941 - in the North African desert, the British capture Bardia from the
Italians.
19 January 1941 – in East Africa, British troops retake Somaliland from the
Italians.
24 January 1941 - in the North African desert, the British capture Tobruk from the
Italians.
6 February 1941 - in the North African desert, the British capture Benghazi from
the Italians.
8 February 1941 - in the North African desert, the British capture Agheila from the
Italians. However, instead of pushing on to take Tripoli, the British strength in
North Africa was then reduced by sending troops to support Greece.
March 1941 - American President Roosevelt believed that failure to stop the
Nazis and Fascists would endanger the United States. He gave a speech to
Congress to prepare the public to aid the Allies. Freedom required arms for its
defence. Congress enacted the Lend-Lease Act in 1941. This law allowed the
United States to ship arms and supplies, without immediate payment, to Britain
and its Allies.
24 March 1941 – Germany having sent forces under the command of Erwin
Rommel to support the Italians in North Africa, then reversed the British gains
except for Tobruk.
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April 1941 to May 1941 – in East Africa, British troops capture Eritrea and
Ethiopia from the Italians.
June 1941 - German forces smashed through Eastern Europe and began
invading the Soviet Union. This persuades the Soviet Union to join the Allied
Powers.
December 7, 1941 - Japan launched an attack against the U.S. naval base in
Pearl Harbour, Hawaii. US President Roosevelt called this day a date which will
live in infamy.” He then requested and Congress passed a declaration of war
against Japan. Japan’s allies - Italy and Germany - then declared war on the
United States.
1942
August 1942 - German forces attacked the Russian city of Stalingrad, an
important industrial centre. A brutal battle took place. Soviet forces encircled
and trapped the German army. As winter approached, the German commander
begged Hitler to let him retreat. The Führer (or “leader”) refused. The trapped
Germans had no food or supplies. Each day, thousands of Nazi soldiers froze or
starved to death.

1943
January 1943 - German troops fighting Soviet troops at Stalingrad surrendered.
Each side had suffered staggering losses. With its defeat at Stalingrad,
Germany’s hopes of conquering the Soviet Union ended.
July 1943 - The invasion of Italy got under way with an attack on the island of
Sicily. The Allies forced the Germans out of Sicily and then swept into Italy. By
this time, the Italians had imprisoned Mussolini.
September 1943 - The Italian government surrendered to the Allies.
1944
6 June 1944 - Another turning point in World War II came on June 6, 1944,
known as D-Day. About 156,000 Allied troops crossed the English Channel and
landed on the beaches of Normandy in northern France. They were part of a
vast Allied invasion under the command of American General Dwight D.
Eisenhower. British and American forces advanced on Germany from the west.
The Soviets closed in from the east.
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1945
April 1945 - After 12 years as US President, Roosevelt died suddenly, making
Harry S Truman the president.
May 1945 - Germany surrendered, but in the Pacific, the Japanese fought on.
August 1945 - Truman decided to end the war before an invasion of Japan
caused huge losses. American bombers dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. In Hiroshima about 70,000 people died instantly.
2 September 1945 - Japan surrendered.

3.3

The War Is Over

World War II had been the costliest and most destructive war in history.
Approximately 55 million people died. Among them were some 6 million Jews, or
almost two-thirds of Europe’s Jews. Victims were shot, gassed, and worked to
death in Nazi concentration camps, death camps, and slave labour camps. This
systematic mass murder of 6 million Jews and other ethnic minorities by the
Nazis became known as the Holocaust.
At war’s end, the United States joined the United Nations, the international
peacekeeping organization that replaced the League of Nations. New York City
became its headquarters. The Soviet Union joined as well.
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4.0

JOE’S SERVICE IN WORLD WAR 2

4.1

Foreword by Geoff Kent

It is common for men who fought in a major conflict such as World War 2, to keep
the memory of their service to themselves. This very much applied to Joe.
It is difficult to judge to what extent Joe’s wartime experiences affected him
afterwards. However, based on the details of his war service provided in this
document, it would be no surprise if Joe suffered some long-term effects (e.g.
flashbacks and nightmares) because of his experiences.
In Joe’s later life, Eric and Geoff asked him about his wartime service. Given the
length of time that had elapsed since the war ended, it was surprising how much
detail he was able to recall.
4.2

Joe’s Brief Summary of His War Service

Before the Second World War, Joe was a surface worker at Measham Colliery.
At the age of 23, he was called up for military service, and joined the army on
January 15th 1940 at Glen Parva barracks, Leicester.
He was transferred to the Seaforth Highlanders in June 1940, at Turiff,
Aberdeenshire.
By Christmas 1940, they were at Haydock.
They did 9 months training in Northern Ireland, where they spent Christmas
1941.
They sailed from Liverpool in a ship called Oronsay, to Durban, South Africa.
They took part in an assault on Madagascar, which they captured from the
French.
They went to India, then to Bahrain, then to Tehran (where they spent Christmas
1942), and by lorry through 6 countries (including Iran & Iraq) to Palestine, where
they spent Christmas 1943.
They invaded Sicily, which they captured from the Germans.
They invaded southern Italy (the Italians had capitulated to the Germans), where
they spent Christmas 1944.
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He was shot in the leg near Casino Abbey, and transferred back to military
hospital in Sicily by plane.
He was involved in the Anzio action against the Germans, and was captured
along with 30 others. He marched for 8 days, then escaped with others (some
were probably shot).
They joined up with South African troops after 3 days, and transferred back to the
Seaforth Highlanders near Naples.
The battalion was sent back to Palestine, then went to Italy (the war was about
finished there), then to Ghent (Belgium).
He soon got 7 days' leave, then went back to a place 40 miles from Lübeck
(North Germany), and took over the platoon (the sergeant was on leave).
In 2 days, they captured Lübeck on tanks.
The war ended.
He went to Magdeburg (which the Russians took over), where he spent
Christmas 1945.
He left the army on January 15th 1946, and got married in June 1946, aged 29.
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4.3

Joe’s Wartime Service (researched and compiled by Geoff Kent)
Note 1: About the year 2000, the BBC organised an archive of World War
Two memories written by the public: (BBC – WW2 People’s War). One of
the contributors (in 2003) was a man called Dennis March. Dennis
provided the BBC with an impressively detailed record of his wartime
experience, entitled ‘Journey of the Globetrotters’. Comparing this with
Joe’s recollections, it becomes clear that much of this also reflects Joe’s
experience. Therefore, in many of the sections below, extracts of the
record provided by Dennis are included.
Note 2: The information in this section then consists of a combination of
Joe’s recollections (shown in red text), supplementary information such as
that gleaned from the internet (shown in normal black text) and extracts
from the amazing records provided by Dennis March (shown in italics).

4.3.1 Call-Up to the Leicestershire Regiment of the Army (Jan 1940)
Before the Second World War, Joe worked at Measham Colliery.
At the age of 23, Joe was called-up for military service, and joined the Army on
15 January 1940 at Glen Parva Barracks, Leicester. [Note: Army documentation
obtained by Eric Kent states an enlistment date of 15 February 1940].
By June 1940, Joe was in the 50th Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment
(Hinckley).

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two.
Article ID 1109161
Contributed to the BBC on 14 July 2003 by the Ritchie/March Family
Being the ramblings of Private/Lance Corporal Dennis March serving with the
Leicester Regiment and Seaforth Highlanders. The Leicester Regiment was a
Holding Battalion and the Seaforth Regiment the 6th Morayshire Battalion. The
Battalion was part of the 17th Infantry Brigade of the 5th “Y” Division.
Note: Dennis sometimes states payments in pre-decimal values (e.g. 2/6d). The
first number (2) is shillings, and the second number (6) is old pence. The

Page 22 of 79

conversion to decimal coinage is that 2 shillings = 10p (new pence) and 6 old
pence = 2.5p (new pence). Hence, 2/6d = 12.5p (new pence).
Training in Great Britain
War was declared against Germany in September 1939 and I received my “callup” papers in October of the same year with the instructions to report to
Ulverscroft Road Training Hall for a medical examination. On stating to the
Recruiting Officer that I was a Clerk he told me that, owing to my lack of inches, I
would serve with the Railway Department of the “Royal Engineers” - encouraging
news, much better than the dreaded Infantry!
However, on 15th November I was instructed to report to the Glen Parva
Barracks of the “Leicester Regiment” with the warning ‘failure to report would
mean imprisonment’. Along with this instruction I received a postal order for
2/6d. to cover travelling expenses. On our arrival we were assembled in a room
where we were documented. After taking particulars of my religion, home
address and next of kin, I was told from that moment on I was 4860481 Private
March Dennis.
We were issued with a rifle, now that we were soldiers, a Lee Enfield .303, stored
since the 1914 - 1918 War. Each rifle came packed in grease and dust and took
hours to clean and ensure it was in working order. Initially issued for the purpose
of drills.
Drill and Training
Drill continued along with training in the art of firing our Lee Enfield .303s at
Kibworth Firing Range.
We spent hours learning how to assemble the Bren Gun, a light machine gun.
Training was carried out with a blindfold so that we could change the barrel in the
dark.
Later, we moved to a disused hosiery factory at Burbage in Leicestershire. This
was a real dump, and we knew that something was about to happen as roadblocks had been set up on the approaches to the village and no-one was allowed
a pass. We all had Dunkirk in mind.
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4.3.2 Transfer to the Seaforth Highlanders (Jun 1940)
Joe was transferred to the Seaforth Highlanders in June 1940, at Turriff.
Nazi Germany had invaded Poland in September 1939. France and the British
Empire declared war on Germany and imposed an economic blockade. The
Seaforth Highlanders were part of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) which
was sent to help defend France. The German Army launched its attack in the
West on 10 May 1940. The British 5th Infantry Division saw action in the battles
of Belgium and France in May–June 1940 including the Battle of Arras
(supported by the 1st Army Tank Brigade) on 21 May 1940 and at the Battle of
the Ypres-Comines Canal from 26 to 28 May 1940. It was then withdrawn to
Dunkirk, along with the rest of the BEF, where they were evacuated to England,
with most of the division arriving on 1 June 1940.
The British 5th Infantry Division, having sustained very heavy losses, remained in
the United Kingdom for the next 21 months. Most of 1940 was spent in Scotland
under Scottish Command, reforming in numbers and being brought up to strength
with large numbers of conscripts.
Training included anti-invasion duties and preparing for Operation Sea Lion, the
German invasion of the United Kingdom (which never arrived).
Throughout the Second World War, the British 5th Infantry Division used a 'Y' on
a khaki background as its insignia.
Army documentation states that Joe was posted from the 50th Battalion of the
Leicestershire Regiment (Hinckley) to the 6th Battalion of the Seaforth
Highlanders (Inverurie) on 15 June 1940.
During World War 2, the Seaforth Highlanders were part of the British Army 17th
Infantry Brigade. This Brigade was in turn part of the British 5th Infantry Division.
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The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Transfer to the Seaforth Highlanders
Very soon there came another move. I think we might have left from Hinckley
Railway Station arriving at London Road Station in Leicester. We had to march
to the Great Central Station by way of Belvoir Street and people were cheering
and handing out cigarettes to us. Before embarking on the train I met a Railway
Police Detective who knew me, and he told me that he knew our destination and
would inform my parents later. Just after the train left Leicester, the railway
guard recognized me and told me that, as no-one would be getting off the train
during the journey, he could tell me that we were going to Aberdeen in Scotland.
On arrival at Aberdeen we were taken to a tented camp at Turrif. The date was
15th June 1940 and from there I was transferred to the 6th Battalion, The
Seaforth Highlanders (Ross-shire Buffs, Duke of Albany’s Morayshire Battalion).
The 6th Battalion had received heavy losses in defending a line in France and
after Dunkirk had to be re-enforced, this was done by sending men from the
Leicesters, Northants and Lincolns holding Battalions.
We learned that there might be a possible parachute landing in Northern
Scotland, and it was our role to defend any invasion. We moved down to Doune
in Perthshire which was a tented camp. From here we did many exercises in the
field; being taken to various places in buses and from there it would be on foot for
many miles. The practice in the Infantry was to march for 50 minutes and rest for
10 minutes.
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4.3.3 At Haydock (Oct 1940)
By Christmas 1940, they were at Haydock.

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
At Haydock
At the end of October 1940 we boarded buses which took us to Haydock Park
Racecourse. We arrived in the middle of the night and were allocated our new
quarters which were horse stables with a bail of straw thrown in, but we managed
to get some sleep. We did more training in the area and the people in nearby
Ashton in Makerfield were very kind to us.
One of our duties whilst stationed there was to do fire watching at Liverpool.
Liverpool was subjected to heavy air raids and we were stationed in high
buildings to spot fires and report the location to the fire brigade.
On 27th January we moved to Marbury Hall near Northwich where one of my
duties was to accompany leave parties to the railway station and to change a
warrant into tickets for their travel.
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4.3.4 Move to Northern Ireland (Apr 1941)
They did 9 months training in Northern Ireland, where they spent Christmas
1941.
Note: Army documentation states that Joe was appointed acting unpaid Lance
Corporal on 20 May 1941 and paid Lance Corporal on 30 January 1942.

In late March 1941 the British 5th Infantry Division was sent to Northern Ireland,
and, as in Scotland, continued training ready to repel any German invasion there
(Operation Green).

An infantry section of the 6th Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders, creep
forward during exercises at Crum Castle in County Fermanagh, Northern
Ireland, November 1941.

The British 5th Infantry Division left Northern Ireland on 16 March 1942.

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Move to Northern Ireland
At this time, it was thought that Hitler might secure a footing in Southern Ireland
(Eire) and spread to the North (Ulster) where he could springboard to Northern
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England which was less heavily defended than in the South. The 5th Division
was sent to Northern Ireland to counteract this move and, on 5th April 1941, we
left Marbury Hall and went to Stranraer in Scotland to sail to Larne in Ireland. We
were sent to Crome Castle near the small town of Lisnaskea which was right on
the border of the two countries near the shores of Loch Erne. We were billeted in
Nisson Huts, and they were quite comfortable. We did plenty of training there
and many long route marches. We had to do a march of 100 miles in five days
which does not seem too hard until you realize the amount of equipment we had
to carry and then it was very arduous. Our Company Commander hit upon the
best idea, we did thirty miles in the first day and then eased off gradually.
I should have mentioned the equipment we were encumbered with on the route
marches. In our pouches we carried fifty rounds of ammunition and two loaded
Bren Gun magazines and, in addition, we had to carry our rifles. Each section
had to carry a Bren Gun and a tripod between them (the tripod was used to
convert the gun for anti-aircraft firing).
It was in Ireland that we were introduced to the Thompson Machine Gun (Tommy
Gun). We were instructed to adopt an aggressive attitude whilst firing them,
using a crouching position.
We left Ireland in January 1942 and arrived at Whyteleafe near Croydon and
from there we prepared for embarkation overseas. Before leaving Whyteleafe we
were taken by trucks to somewhere out in the wilds, had to line up each side of a
road and stood there for hours. We were being inspected by King George VI.
We left Whyteleafe on 18th March 1942 for the journey to Liverpool where H.M.T.
Oronsay awaited our arrival. We went on board ship whilst a convoy was
emerging and sailed out of Liverpool on 22nd March 1942 to join the convoy
North of Ireland to start our long sea voyage.
We had said our goodbyes to England and home and unfortunately for some it
would be the last they would see of it.
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4.3.5 Sailing to South Africa (Mar 1942)
On 22 March 1942, they sailed from Liverpool in a ship called Oronsay, to
Durban, South Africa.
After spending so much time in Britain, training and preparing to repel a German
invasion, they were now embarking on so many fields of operation that they
would become known as “The Globetrotters”.

Troop Ship Oronsay
Note: The Troop Ship SS Oronsay was a 20,000-ton Orient Liner. Later in the
year - on the 9 October 1942 – Oronsay was sunk, on the return passage from
Capetown to the UK after discharging troops in the Middle East. She was
torpedoed by the Italian submarine Archimede when 500 miles from the West
African city of Freetown.
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On route to Durban, the ship stopped-off at Freetown in Sierra Leone to take-on
water. On the map above, Sierra Leone can be seen on the west coast of Africa.
Durban can be seen on the south-east coast of Africa.
Off the coast to the north-east from Durban is the large island of Madagascar.
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The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Sailing to South Africa
Our sea journey took us above Ireland well to the West. Conditions on the ship
were terrible, we were well into the holds which served as our mess deck,
sleeping quarters and recreation and, owing to strict black-out regulations, the
portholes had been made secure and were closed even in the daytime. As we
went further South the heat became unbearable. Our sleeping arrangements
were that of a hammock suspended over the tables and the increased heat made
sleep practically impossible. After many strong complaints, several men could
sleep on the open deck but during the night many more sneaked up and found
places to hide. Training was very limited being mostly on weapon training, P.T.
and route marches around the deck in our plimsolls.
On 6th April we arrived at Freetown in Sierra Leone (The White Man’s Grave).
The ship was anchored in the bay for five days whilst fresh water was obtained.
We left Freetown on 11th April and the Convoy was split in two; the smaller
Convoy, which included us, was destined for Durban, whilst the other part went to
Cape Town. We reached Durban on 22nd April and, as we docked, a lady sang
Scottish songs to us. We learned that she welcomed every troop ship which
arrived at Durban in this way and, after the war, a statue was erected in the town
to her memory. We had been told that our destination was to be Rangoon from
Colombo but were instructed not to divulge this information to anyone. The
civilians of Durban, however, did not ask for information, they told us that we
were bound for Madagascar.
We started training to leave the ship in small boats called L.C.I.’s - Landing Craft
Infantry. It was wonderful to see the town lit up at night after the black-out in
England. Whilst in Durban we went on many route marches to prepare ourselves
for the gruelling marches that we would encounter in Madagascar or would it be
Rangoon? There was a “march past” before the Mayor of Durban before we left
on April 28th and The White Lady was on the docks again to sing us farewell.
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4.3.6 Capture of Madagascar (May 1942)
They took part in an assault on Madagascar, which they captured from the
French.
The background to this was that France had invaded Madagascar in1883 and the
island became a French colony by 1896. However, early in the second world
war, France had been invaded by Germany and surrendered on 22 June 1940.
The northern part of France then fell under German Military occupation, while the
Germans allowed a compliant French Government to relocate to the town of
Vichy to control the southern part of France. This effectively left Madagascar in
the hands of the Germans, via the Vichy French government.

Note that Diego Suarez is now known as Antsiranana. This name is seen on the
northern tip of Madagascar on the map above.

Page 32 of 79

Joe was in the 6th Battalion of the Seaforth Highlanders, which were a
Component Unit of the 17th Infantry Brigade, which served with the 5th Infantry
Division of the British Army throughout most of the Second World War. They had
originally been destined to go straight to the defence of India, but were first
diverted to Operation Ironclad in Madagascar as part of the British-led Force 121.
Its aim was to prevent the Japanese seizing control of Madagascar and
threatening Allied shipping throughout the Indian Ocean and Southern Atlantic.
Army documentation indicates that Joe disembarked in Madagascar and entered
the field of operations on 6 May 1942. They landed near Diego Suarez on the
northern tip, as the second wave of the successful assault of Madagascar.
British losses in the Diego Suarez operations amounted to 105 killed and 283
wounded.
Army documentation also indicates that on 10 June 1942, Joe embarked from
Madagascar on HMS Karanja, sailing to India.
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The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Capture of Madagascar
Extract from 5th Divisional Infantry Division History
By March 1942, India and Ceylon were threatened by the Japanese Army
moving northwards through Burma and by Japanese aircraft and
submarines operating against the main supply route to the Middle East
and Burma which lay around the Cape. Allied Convoys used the shelter of
the Mozambique Channel to the east coast of Africa. This lane would be
closed to them if the Vichy French Garrison were to permit Japanese
raiders to operate from bases in Madagascar, the third largest island in the
world, and particularly from its main deep water harbour at Diego Suarez.
Part of the 5th Division was to take the port. It was essential that the enemy
have no suspicion of the intention to invade Madagascar so a cover plan of an
invasion of Rangoon from Colombo had been circulated.
We were told for the first time on May 2nd that our actual destination would be
Madagascar. The invasion of Madagascar would be the first large scale
amphibious assault since that of the Dardanelles twenty seven years earlier.
We approached Madagascar on 4th May for landing the following day but, owing
to a very rough sea, we were not concentrated until 1am on the 6th.
We had been told that we could expect shallow water on leaving the assault
boats but, owing to the previous night’s rough sea, I found myself up to my chest
in very cold water. The job of the Seaforths was to clean up Pill boxes bristling
with machine guns and 75mm field guns about 600 yards off the start line.
We had to march eighteen miles along a dirt road and, apart from the heat, we
were subjected to about every insect on the Island.
We came to a river where the bridge was still intact, but the water was shallow,
and everyone just waded through to cool down. We came near to our objective
only to find a defended anti-tank ditch of which we had not been warned. All
surplus equipment was dumped, and a bayonet charge followed, and enemy
resistance petered out. We reached our objective, a place called ANTSIRANE.
One hundred and sixty five men (I included) completed the march and took part
in the attack on ANTSIRANE at 20.30 hrs. on 6th May. The Battalion lost two
Officers, nine other ranks were killed and twenty were wounded.
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We took over the former French positions and on May 9th we marched another
eight miles to ANJEMINA on the Orange Peninsula where we were stationed in
the hills. There was a concrete building which served as the Company Office
and quarters for the Officers. We had by now received tents to live in. We now
had a new enemy to face, Amophiles Mosquito causing Malaria. We had a daily
dose of quinine which made your teeth black and your mouth completely dry.
This was later changed to Mepacrine tablets which were much better. We had
visits from scorpions and, before you put on your boots in the morning, you had
to be sure that they had not used them for their sleeping quarters.
During our stay, a Japanese two-man submarine entered the harbour where the
shipping had moored. They sunk a tanker and holed the Ramillese. The two
Japanese men came ashore expecting to be picked up by a Japanese Sea Plane
but instead there was a section of British Commandos waiting for them. The
Ramillese safely returned to Durban but was out of commission for several
months.
We left Madagascar on 11th June on the H.M.T. Karanja which would take us to
India.
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4.3.7 Defence of India (June 1942)
They went to India.
Army documentation indicates that Joe disembarked in India on 28 June 1942.
The military concern was that by this time the Japanese had driven British,
Indian, and Chinese forces out of Burma and that they would try to seize control
of the northern parts of India. Soon, it became apparent that Japanese efforts
were to be diverted elsewhere. Hence, army documentation indicates that on 12
September 1942, Joe embarked from India.

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Defence of India
Extract from 5th Division History
The role of the 5th Division in Bihar was to repel any Japanese invasion of
the north coast of India or through the Assam jungle. The special task
was to defend the valuable Tata steel works at Jamshedpur.
We arrived at Bombay on 21st June but did not dock until the 25th. We were
allowed ashore but, at that time, Bombay was not a good place to live. We left by
rail on 27th June and reached a place called Raipur, about an hour’s journey
from Calcutta. From there, we left the main line for a one track line to Suisa and
to our destination of Barkakhana which was close to Ranchi in the State of Bihar.
There was then a forty-mile truck journey to a village called Barhambe. We had
left Bombay on 27th June to arrive in Barhambe on July 2nd.
Training continued with many route marches to get used to the heat, an assault
course had been made and there was a pit dug for us to throw dummy hand
grenades. The unpleasant part was that it was nearly always filled with water.
There were no signs of the Japanese attempting to invade India.
We left Barhambe for Barkakhana on 8th September and on the 9th resumed our
train journey and arrived back at Bombay (now called Mumbai) on 12th
September. We embarked on H.M.T. Eastern Prince and started our journey to
The Middle East on 13th September.
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4.3.8 Bahrain, Iran, Iraq to Palestine (Sep 1942)
They then went to Bahrain, then to Iran (where they spent Christmas 1942 in the
capital Tehran), and by lorry through 6 countries (including Iran & Iraq) to
Palestine, where they spent Christmas 1943.
Note 1: Army documentation states that Joe disembarked in Iraq on 21
September 1942. Also, Joe was appointed Corporal in Iraq on 3 November
1942.
Note 2: Dennis March records below that they first landed at Basra. However, it
can be seen on the map below, that the sailing route north-east from India to
Basra in IRAQ passes Bahrain which is on the east coast of Saudi Arabia.
Note 3: The State of Palestine is the West Bank and Gaza Strip on the west
coast of Israel. Although Joe mentioned visiting Palestine at this point, Dennis
March makes no mention of this. However, where Joe mentions visiting
Palestine later (after the invasion of Italy), Dennis confirms that visit.

The map shows Basra (in southern IRAQ), Kermanshah (in the west of IRAN),
Tehran (in northern IRAN), Qum (to the south of Tehran in IRAN), Baghdad (in
IRAQ), Damascus (in southern SYRIA) and Port Said (north-eastern port of
EGYPT).
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In mid-February 1943 the division was sent to Syria, remaining there for the next
four months, and later Egypt, where it came under the command of British XIII
Corps. The division, serving again alongside the 50th Division, began training in
amphibious operations in preparation for Operation Husky, the Allied invasion of
Sicily.

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Bahrain, Iran, Iraq to Palestine
Extract 5th Division History
Some years before the war, Hitler dreamed and prepared for his invasion
of the Middle East. He sent German Engineers to improve and build new
Persian railways. He encouraged Rascid Ali in Iraq to plan a revolt
against the British. He carried out his revolt too soon and before German
troops could come to his aid the British troops had put down the rising and
captured Baghdad. The tenth Army was reinforced and based at Basra.
The Germans were already to the North above Persia between the Black
and the Caspian Seas. A small British force from Khanaquin captured
Kermanshah in Persia, the Persians decided the Germans were too far
away to be of any help and they surrendered. It was necessary to
reinforce the troops in Persia and Iraq and the 5th Division was sent in for
that purpose.
We saw land on 18th September 1942, and on the 20th we landed at Basra. We
went by train to our destination at Zubair Transit Camp near Shai which was
supposed to be a “rest camp”. The heat was 110-130 degrees in the shade and
the flies were everywhere. When we collected our meals we had to cover the
food with something and eat our meal under our mosquito nets. Whilst there, we
had to take a spoonful of salt to replace that lost from our bodies through
excessive heat.
We were not sorry to leave on 4th October for our next journey to Kermanshah.
We crossed the Paitec Pass and had to change from our K.D. Tropical Kit into
Battle Dress owing to the cold. We left Kermanshah at the end of October for a
place called Qum where we first saw the olden Domed Mosque. Snow was on
the ground and it was bitterly cold. To try to gain some heat we dug a pit about 4
feet deep, the size of a tent and pitched the tent over it.
We were on constant 12 hours’ notice to move to Tehran where there was
disorder. Finally, on 9th December 1942, we moved to Tehran having been told
that it was to quell rioting through shortage of bread but there was more to it than
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that; it was to show strength to the strong pro-German factor there. When we
approached the outskirts of the town the tarpaulin covers of the trucks were
raised and we all stood at each side of the trucks with fixed bayonets. We set up
camp outside the Racecourse and we had a good view of Mount Demavand. It
was so cold at night, if you were on guard duty you were issued with pick-axe
shafts because your rifles froze up. We had sheepskin jackets to wear during the
day (fleece inside) and at night long sheepskin coats called poshteens.
We left Qum in February 1943 and travelled to Lancer Camp near Baghdad. The
Battalion left for Kabrit for training, but I was left in the rear party at Lancer Camp.
The rear party joined up at Quatana about ten miles from Damascus.
We left Quatana at the end of May 1943 for El Shatt and embarked in the Gulf of
Aqaba where we did exercises for leaving the ship into assault boats (Landing
Craft Infantry). Scaling down the side of the ship using rope nets was very scary,
but the return journey was much worse. We left Port Said on 5th July 1943 and
whilst out at sea were given a little booklet called Soldiers Guide to Sicily.
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4.3.9 Italian Campaign (July 1943)
The structure of the British Army was complicated!
Joe was in the 6th Battalion of the Seaforth Highlanders, which were a
Component Unit of the 17th Infantry Brigade, which served with the 5th Infantry,
which was part of the XIII Corps, which was in the British Eighth Army during the
Italian Campaign.

Part 1 - Invasion of Sicily (Operation Husky)
They invaded Sicily, which they captured from the Germans.
Sicily is an island off the toe of Italy. The Italian Campaign began with the Allied
invasion of Sicily. This was code-named Operation Husky.
The Allied invasion was a major campaign of World War II, in which the Allies
took the island of Sicily from the Axis powers (Italy and Nazi Germany). It began
with a large amphibious and airborne operation, followed by a six-week land
campaign.
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Joe was in the British 5th Infantry Division (shown as ‘Br 5th Inf’ on map).
The plan for Operation Husky called for the amphibious assault of Sicily by two
Allied armies, one landing on the south-eastern and one on the central southern
coast. The amphibious assaults were to be supported by naval gunfire, as well
as tactical bombing and close air support by the combined air forces. As such,
the operation required a complex command structure, incorporating land, naval
and air forces. The overall commander was American General Dwight D.
Eisenhower, as Commander-in-Chief (C-in-C). British General Sir Harold
Alexander acted as his second-in-command and as the 15th Army Group
commander. The American Major General Walter Bedell Smith was appointed
as Eisenhower's Chief of Staff. The overall Naval Force Commander was the
British Admiral Sir Andrew Cunningham.
The Allied land forces were from the American, British, and Canadian armies,
and were structured as two task forces. The Eastern Task Force (also known as
Task Force 545) was led by General Sir Bernard Montgomery and consisted of
the British Eighth Army (which included the 1st Canadian Infantry Division). The
Western Task Force (Task Force 343) was commanded by Lieutenant General
George S Patton and consisted of the American Seventh Army. The two task
force commanders reported to Alexander as commander of the 15th Army Group.
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Operation Husky began on the night of 9 –10 July 1943, and ended on 17
August. Strategically, Husky achieved the goals set out for it by Allied planners.
The Allies drove Axis air, land and naval forces from the island and the
Mediterranean sea lanes were opened for Allied merchant ships for the first time
since 1941. The Italian leader, Benito Mussolini, was toppled from power in Italy
and the way was opened for the Allied invasion of Italy. The German leader,
Adolf Hitler, cancelled a major offensive at Kursk in Russia after only a week, in
part to divert forces to Italy, resulting in a reduction of German strength on the
Eastern Front. The collapse of the Italians necessitated German troops replacing
the Italians in Italy and to a lesser extent the Balkans, resulting in one fifth of the
entire German army being diverted from the east to southern Europe, a
proportion that would remain until near the end of the war.

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Sicily
9th July 1943: tomorrow was the day, 48 hours’ rations packed in our haversacks
and kit all ready. We had our ammunition pouches with ammunition, and we
were wearing full uniform and steel helmets. We were ready at midnight on that
night and zero hour was 3am.
Everything went well boarding the landing craft. We reached the beach but
instead of the few inches of water we were expecting we were up to our chests in
it. There was a barbed-wire fence on the beach, but this was soon demolished
with an explosive charge called a “bangalor torpedo”. As we scaled a stile, we
noticed a metallic ring when we landed and, when light came, we found that we
were landing on German Teller Mines but I expect that the Italians who laid them
were more scared of them than us because they had not put the fuses in.
I was standing taking orders from The Company Commander (Major Waylen)
when he was shot through the head from a machine gun burst and died
immediately. Our objective was to capture Cassibile and to advance to
Syracuse. We took Cassibile and Syracuse had already been taken so we made
for Augusta which was taken by us and the R.S.F.’s. We came under shell fire
prior to taking Augusta and a shell landed on “C” Company Headquarters, I was
completely covered in earth but not injured; the lad who had taken over my duties
of Company Clerk (Jack Cowie) was killed.
We reached the Lentini Plain where we had to dig in but by now the German
resistance was petering out and we finally arrived at Misterbianco and stayed
there for four weeks. Misterbianco was on the slopes of Mount Etna.
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Part 2 - Invasion of Italy (Operation Baytown)
They invaded southern Italy (the Italians had capitulated to the Germans), where
they spent Christmas 1944.
Joe was shot in the leg near Casino Abbey, and transferred back to military
hospital in Sicily by plane.
He was involved in the Anzio action against the Germans, and was captured
along with 30 others. He marched for 8 days, then escaped with others (some
were probably shot).
They joined up with South African troops after 3 days, and transferred back to the
Seaforth Highlanders near Naples.

The British 5th Infantry Division was pulled out of the line and absorbed
replacements. They joined the invasion of the Italian mainland in Operation
Baytown on 3 September 1943 (four years since Britain's entry into the war), still
as part of XIII Corps of the Eighth Army, but now serving alongside the 1st
Canadian Infantry Division, and advanced up the spine of Italy. Later in the year,
the division fought in the Moro River Campaign, although sustaining relatively
light casualties in comparison to the other Allied formations involved.
Progress for the Allied Armies in Italy (AAI), towards the end of 1943 had slowed
down considerably, due mainly to a combination of worsening weather, stiffening
German resistance and the Winter Line (also known as the Gustav Line, a series
of formidable defences the Germans had created). The Eighth Army, operating
on the Adriatic coast, had already pierced the Gustav Line at its eastern end.
However, the appalling weather conditions forbade further progress and so
operations there were closed-down.
As a result, the relatively intact 5th Division was available elsewhere. Therefore,
in early January 1944 the division was transferred from the Eighth Army to the
western end of Italy to join British X Corps. X Corps, stationed along the
Garigliano river, was part of U.S. Fifth Army at the time. The division, now with
the veteran 201st Guards Brigade under command, crossed the Garigliano river
as part of the First Battle of Monte Cassino.
In March 1944 the division, after holding its positions that it gained during First
Cassino, was transferred again, this time to the Anzio bridgehead (or, more
appropriately, beachhead) where they came under command of U.S. VI Corps
and relieved the battered 56th Division, which was returning to the Middle East.
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Although by this time the major battles for the Anzio beachhead were over, the
division was involved in minor skirmishing and operating in conditions more
reminiscent of the trench warfare of the First World War.
In May 1944 the division participated in Operation Diadem and the breakout from
Anzio, which led to the capture of the Italian capital of Rome in early June.
During the fighting, Sergeant Maurice Rogers of the 2nd Battalion, Wiltshire
Regiment was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross, the first and only to be
awarded to the 5th Division during the Second World War.
On 17 August 1944, XIII Corps was transferred to the U.S. Fifth Army to become
its right wing. Under the Fifth Army, XIII Corps, with British 6th Armoured
Division, 6th South African Armoured Division, 8th Indian Infantry Division, British
1st Infantry Division and 1st Canadian Armoured Brigade under command,
fought in the Apennine Mountains to break the Gothic Line.
On 18 January 1945, XIII Corps returned to the Eighth Army. The XIII Corps,
was the left wing of Eighth Army in the Spring 1945 offensive in Italy, which
ended in May 1945 with the surrender of Axis forces in Italy.
During the fighting on the Italian Front the Eighth Army had, from 3 September
1943 until 2 May 1945, suffered 123,254 casualties.
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The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Italy
On 2nd September 1943 we moved to Catania for a full-scale invasion of
mainland Italy composed of British and Canadian troops. We landed at Catona,
south of San Goivanni on 3rd September, the fourth anniversary of the
declaration of war by Britain. Later we took two Italian soldiers prisoner and I had
to take them to Battalion Headquarters but by the time I got there, there were
about twenty others who had joined them coming from the houses where they
had been hiding. We moved up the coast and reached a place called Rosarno
where we learned that the Italians had surrendered unconditionally, but the
Germans were determined to stay.
On 9th September 1943, the U.S. 5th Army landed at Salerno, and we reached
Vibo Valentia and Nicastro on the 11th when we had to advance to pin down the
enemy on the south side of the Salerno bridgehead. We reached Picerno near to
Potenza by 23rd September and the Division had travelled 250 miles in twenty
days. We had now reached the mountainous country and the weather got worse
by the day. We finally reached Potenza on 1st October, the weather became
worse and we were given a rum ration to add a little warmth to our bodies. We
were now advancing to the North towards the East coast whilst the troops who
landed at Salerno were advancing on the West coast. Food and ammunition had
to be brought to us by mules, our objectives were described as points and we
reached St. Elena. We had a rest period at Macchiagodena from 3rd to 26th
November and we left then for Montenero. We returned to Macchiagodna. We
were held by the Germans on the other side of the River Sangro, Montgomery
ordered a heavy barrage to soften things and we crossed the River Sangro on
11th December by a three-decker, single span Bailey Bridge erected by the
Royal Engineers. We advanced to Lanciano on the east-coast, and we took over
civilian houses and offices. Our transport had by this time reached us and it was
arranged head to tail all around the town square. It had only been there for a day
or so when we were visited by a flight of German Stukka bombers. My army pal
was working in the stores’ truck, and he received twenty wounds and had to be
transported to England for treatment.
On Kesselring’s advice, Hitler ordered his troops to fight as far South in Italy as
possible. The line selected, the so-called “Winterstelling Line”, ran behind the
River Sangoon on the Adriatic side across the mountainous spur of Italy to the
mouth of the River Garigliano on the West. The natural features of the Country,
the steep mountains, and the swift rivers, made the position several miles in
depth immensely strong. After a year of almost continuous retreat in Africa, Sicily
and Italy, the German troops were glad to turn and fight.
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We left Lanciano on 4th January via San Severo and Benevento to the North of
Mandragoni. We were to cross the River Garigliano and were under the
command of general Mark Clark of the 5th American Army and, whereas
Montgomery always laid down a heavy Artillery bombardment to soften things up
for the Infantry, Mark Clark had different ideas. There was to be no barrage, our
troops were to cross the river in darkness, in landing craft, without warning and
take the enemy by surprise. The Garigliano was to be crossed between
Casteluccia and the sea.
The Brigade of the German 94th Infantry Division was holding the ground around
Minturno and Castleforte with active posts down the river line.
5th Division on the left was to assault Minturno and Tufo and cross the river in
silence. To ensure security was maintained, any pre-battle preparation in the
assembly area had to be carried out at night by troops moved from the base gun
positions. The first phase of the attack took place at 9pm on 17th January 1944
before the moon had risen. 2nd R.S.F. were to cross the mouth of the river in
D.U.K.W.S. (pronounced Ducks). 6th Seaforth were to cross in assault boats,
which were collapsible canvas boats and were to be rowed by the 2nd Northants.
When the Battalion reached the assault area, they were attacked by machine gun
fire, mortar, and artillery shells. I was told by someone to take cover near to a
railway embankment, it was Sergeant Dusty Miller. Shortly after this he stopped
talking and I found that he had been hit by shrapnel and had been killed. We
were eventually ferried across the river and were met with further machine gun
fire, mortars, and mine fields. There were many casualties, my old Sergeant
Major, Ian Phillips who had been promoted to R.S.M. and had taken a
commission to Captain, had his leg blown off by a mine. He had taken two
German prisoners who, on seeing his plight, attempted to overpower him but he
shot them both with a small Italian revolver which he had. We managed to get a
foothold on the enemy side of the river when a German Tiger Tank came into
view. I had taken cover with a Captain Rogers who told me to lie low as he
thought that they had only spotted him. I did not need telling twice and did a
disappearing trick, but Captain Rogers was taken prisoner. The Battalion
received very heavy losses but after re-grouping carried on further and reached
our objective at a place called Tufo. I remember we had to take up a position in a
cemetery, we were being mortared and some of the shells which landed stirred
up some unpleasant sights.
After a while we left Tufo and re-crossed the Garigliano by a bridge at Damiano
Ridge. We travelled to Pozzuoli, North of Naples, encamped in an area known
as the Crater. From there we were given a few days’ leave spent in Naples
where King Emanuel’s Palace had been taken over as a rest house for troops.
On 5th March we embarked on a ship to take us to Anzio. The Battalion had
taken over a position called The Lobster’s Claw, and it was there that Major Lowe
was killed. Our defence on the beach was dug-outs in the sand with any material
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we could find to make a roof covered with sandbags. If we had received a hit
from the enemy aircraft, we would have had our graves already dug for us.
On 19th March 1944, the Seaforths 2nd R.S.F. and 9th Commandos made a
combined effort to simulate a more serious threat to distract attention and clear
up the Fortress Area. The Seaforth attack, the only position which was to be
retained after getting there, failed to get right home. On 21st March the 6th
Seaforths handed over to 1st Yorks. and Lancs. but on the 31st there was a
fierce attack against the 2nd R.S.F. and one of their Companies was scattered
but help came from a Company of 6th Seaforths who restored the position. Also
on 31st March, British and American troops broke out from the bridgehead to
advance on Rome. Even though it was a combined Allied operation, it was the
U.S. 88th Division first into Rome. Even after Rome fell only a few members of
the 5th Division were allowed into Rome.
We pulled out for refit to Pignatora and on July 3rd 1944 embarked on the
Durban Castle at Taranto, almost a year after we landed at Sicily.
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4.3.10 Back to Palestine (July1944)
The battalion was sent back to Palestine.

Soon afterwards the division, having sustained just under 3,000 casualties since
its arrival at Anzio three months before, was then withdrawn to Palestine, arriving
there in mid-July. The division came under Persia and Transjordan Command.

The map shows Ismailia (EGYPT), Cairo (EGYPT), Gaza (PALESTINE),
Jerusalem (ISRAEL) and Haifa (ISRAEL).
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The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Return to The Middle East
We left Taranto on 4th July 1944 and, as there were German Aircraft and
submarines in the Mediterranean, we sailed down the coast of Italy well in sight
of land all the time. On July 8th we had two scares: enemy aircraft came over in
the morning probably on reconnaissance duty, and at night there was a sort of a
submarine in the area and our Convoy changed course quickly towards the
African coast while our escort dropped depth charges. Later that day we arrived
at Port Said. We left there the next day by train passing through Ismmaili and
arrived at Helwan near Cairo.
Our next camp was at Gaza, but we were not there very long before we
journeyed to Jdeide near Baalbek where we stayed awaiting reinforcements for
the personnel we had lost in Italy.

4.3.11 Back to Italy (Early 1945)
Then went back to Italy (the war was about finished there).
The British 5th Infantry Division, now returned to Italy in early 1945 where they
relieved the British 1st Infantry Division, which had fought alongside the
Globetrotters at Anzio.

4.3.12 To Ghent (March 1945)
Then to Ghent (Belgium).
Soon, the division was transferred to the Western Front in March 1945 to
participate in the final stages of the North West Europe Campaign. Arriving in
Belgium just after the British crossing of the Rhine, the division came under
command of VIII Corps, under Lieutenant-General Evelyn Barker, part of the
British Second Army, under Lieutenant-General Miles Dempsey, and took part in
the Western Allied invasion of Germany, closely supported by elements of the 6th
Guards Armoured Brigade.
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The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
The unit was now in Belgium at a village called Vlierselle. We were equipped
and prepared for our last assignment for the war in Europe.

4.3.13 Seven Days Leave (March 1945?)
Joe was given 7 days leave.

4.3.14 Capture of Lübeck (April 1945)
Then Joe went back to a place 40 miles from Lübeck (North Germany).
Joe took over the platoon (the Sergeant was on leave).
In 2 days they captured Lübeck on tanks.

The British Second Army crossed the Rhine on 23 March 1945 in an attack
codenamed Operation Plunder. It then headed across the North German Plain
towards Osnabrück, with the First Canadian Army on its left wheeling to clear the
north of the Netherlands and the area of Lower Saxony west of Oldenburg. The
US Ninth Army on its right turned south-east towards Lippstadt to trap the
German Army Group B, under General Walther Model, in an enormous pocket in
the Ruhr. With this, the last major German formation in the west had been
neutralized.
Second Army reached the Weser on 4 April 1945, the Elbe on 19 April, the shore
of the Baltic Sea at Lübeck on 2 May. On 3 May, Hamburg capitulated. By 7
May, the Soviet Army had met up with the British forces. Shortly thereafter, the
Second World War in Europe came to an end with the surrender of the
government of Karl Dönitz, who had succeeded Adolf Hitler after his suicide.
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The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Europe
The Division was concentrated in the Uelzen area of Germany. On 20th April,
the Battalion attacked through the Godre Forest and were subjected to sniper fire
but later, when taking prisoners, we found that the enemy were boys of about 14
years of age. On 30th April, the Battalion was concentrated opposite Lauenberg
on the West bank of the river Elbe and the whole Division crossed the bridge at
night and on 3rd May the 6th Seaforths, along with other units, captured Lubeck.

4.3.15 The End of the War (May1945)
The war ended.

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
On the 3rd May we received the greatest news of the war so far - at 8.30 p.m. it
was announced that the Germans in Holland, Denmark, and N.W. Germany had
surrendered unconditionally. Hostilities ceased at 08.00 hours on 5th May 1945.
May 6th - PEACE.
On May 8th we attended the official cease-fire ceremony in the Rathaus (Town
hall) in Lubeck. We were now allowed to walk free in the parks, but we still had
to be armed, carrying a rifle was not a good idea so most of us carried small
arms confiscated from the Germans.
We left Lubeck on 19th May and travelled further East to Wismar and our next
billet which was at Schwerin. This is where we spent V.E. Day but, with nowhere
to go and nothing to do, it was not a celebration. Schwerin was to become part
of the Russian Zone and our next move was to Magdeburg.
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4.3.16 Went to Magdeberg (Late 1945)
Joe went to Magdeburg (a city in central Germany which the Russians took over),
where he spent Christmas 1945.

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Magdeburg had been heavily bombed, and we were billeted in a school where
we were told that the Russians would be taking over Magdeburg. The civilians
soon learned their fate and many of them took what they could carry and moved
to the West.
We had now travelled West ourselves to Hann Munden. Hann Munden was a
lovely town Northeast of Kassel where the rivers Fulda and Werra met, and “C”
Company were billeted in a small Agricultural College. It was very relaxing here
after our many travels and we were able to settle down. There were of course
the normal duties to perform but also free time. We remained at Hann Munden
until 29th October 1945.
As the 5th Division was a Regular Division and the Seaforths were a Territorial
Battalion we were put in suspended animation. This meant that the Battalion, as
it stood, would probably go out of existence. We were transferred to the 15th
Scottish Division and returned to Lubeck.
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4.3.17 Left the Army (Jan 1946)
Joe left the Army on January 15th 1946.

The Army Experience of Dennis March in World War Two
Demob
I was sent to Stobbs Camp at Hawick in Scotland for my demob. From Stobbs
Camp I went to Renfrew Barracks for documentation. From there I finally went to
Northampton for my demob suit, ration card and my final warrant and pay from
the Army.
Record of Service
· 15th November 1939 - 14th June 1940 Leicestershire Regiment
· 15th June 1940 - 1st July 1946 Seaforth Highlanders
From the 5th Division newspaper (The Globetrotter) it is estimated that the men
travelled, in all, about 24,500 miles.
I suppose, on reflection, there were many good times during my service, but I
also lost what would have been my normal life.
I lost a lot of good comrades but, if you recall any of my ramblings, I cheated
death on three occasions as follows: Sicily
1. Whilst standing next to Major Waylen who was killed.
2. Being covered in debris near to Agusta from a shell which killed Jackie
Cowie, the lad who had taken over my duties as Company Clerk.
Italy
3. At the river Garigliani whilst taking cover next to Sergeant Dusty Miller
who was killed by shrapnel from a mortar bomb.
I expect being small was being lucky.
There it is the story of my strife, Dennis March, never a hero, always a survivor.
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4.3.18 Joe’s Army Photos
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Joe is seated, front left?
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4.3.19 Joe’s Army Service & Casualty Forms
Sheet 1 of 5
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Sheet 2 of 5
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Sheet 3 of 5
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Sheet 4 of 5
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Sheet 5 of 5

Note: The Testimonial reads “Joined the Battalion in 1940 and has served with
them since. He has done well in action and has been recommended for a
decoration. He is thoroughly reliable, trustworthy and can be relied upon to
shoulder responsibility and carry out any task given him to do. His character is
exemplary.
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4.4

Forces War Records - Medals

Joe was entitled to the 1939-1945 War Medal

He was also entitled to the 1939-1945 Star
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4.5

A Soldiers Recollections

The detail provided above by Dennis March are believed to closely match Joe’s
involvement in WW2 in terms of the movement and actions of the 6th Battalion of
the Seaforth Highlanders covering 1940 to 1945. However, in general Dennis
was involved in administration rather than actual fighting.
To better understand Joe’s experience in battle, I have obtained the following
book: SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS
1939 – 1945
A FIGHTING SOLDIER REMEMBERS
The book was written by Jim Stockman and published in 1987.
WARNING: Jim frequently describes incidents in battle which are not for
the faint-hearted.
Jim was a soldier in the 6th Battalion of the Seaforth Highlanders throughout the
war and he describes his experience in actions including those in which Joe was
involved in Madagascar, Sicily, Italy and finally Germany. When reading the
book, Jim’s pride and passion for the Seaforths shines out, as does his great
bravery.
Parts of Chapter 13 (Perspectives) seems especially relevant to me when
thinking of our Joe.

Geoff Kent
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4.6

Gary Lineker: My Grandad’s War

On 12 November 2020 there was a documentary on BBC 2 television, entitled
‘Gary Linaker: My Grandad’s War’. Gary is a well-known ex-footballer and
presenter of the BBC’s ‘Match of the Day’ programme.
In the documentary, Gary investigates the involvement of his Grandad Stanley
(Gary’s Mum’s Dad) in World War 2. He concentrates on Stan’s service in the
Medical Corp in the Italian Campaign. This is of particular interest because it
partly coincides with our Joe’s action in the Italian Campaign.
Gary also mentioned the slur 'D-Day Dodgers'. It is generally believed that it was
Lady Astor MP who first called the men who were fighting in the Italian Campaign
'D-Day Dodgers'. But then, she was known to say many things she must have
regretted. She was the one who once famously chided Winston Churchill for
being drunk - to which he countered that she was ugly, and at least he would be
sober in the morning! During another encounter with the Prime Minister she said
that if he were her husband, she would give him poison. He replied that if he
were her husband, he would drink it.
The fact is that the 8th Army were more than displeased to be called 'D-Day
Dodgers', and with good reason. Since 1942, they'd had quite enough D-Days to
last a lifetime during the Madagascar, Sicily and Italian Campaigns
(Salerno, Anzio, Monte Cassino, then the slog through the mountains of Italy).
There was a steady stream of Allied service personnel being killed or wounded in
combat on the Italian front.
The only way to deal with this slur was to laugh, and so a song was composed to
the tune of 'Lili Marlene', the haunting song by Marlene Dietrich. The song was
written in November 1944 by Lance-Sergeant Harry Pynn of the Tank Rescue
Section, 19 Army Fire Brigade, who was with the 78th Infantry Division just south
of Bologna, Italy. This is one of several versions: We're the D-Day Dodgers out in Italy
Always on the vino, always on the spree.
Eighth Army scroungers and their tanks
We live in Rome – among the Yanks.
We are the D-Day Dodgers, over here in Italy.
We landed at Salerno, a holiday with pay,
Jerry brought the band down to cheer us on our way
Showed us the sights and gave us tea,
We all sang songs, the beer was free.
We are the D-Day Dodgers, way out in Italy.
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The Volturno and Cassino were taken in our stride.
We didn't have to fight there. We just went for the ride.
Anzio and Sangro were all forlorn.
We did not do a thing from dusk to dawn.
For we are the D-Day Dodgers, over here in Italy.
On our way to Florence we had a lovely time.
We ran a bus to Rimini right through the Gothic Line.
On to Bologna we did go.
Then we went bathing in the Po.
For we are the D-Day Dodgers, over here in Italy.
Once we had a blue light that we were going home
Back to dear old Blighty, never more to roam.
Then somebody said in France you'll fight.
We said never mind, we'll just sit tight,
The windy D-Day Dodgers, out in Sunny Italy.
Now Lady Astor, get a load of this.
Don't stand up on a platform and talk a load of piss.
You're the nation's sweetheart, the nation's pride
We think your mouth's too bloody wide.
We are the D-Day Dodgers, in Sunny Italy.
When you look 'round the mountains, through the mud and rain
You'll find the crosses, some which bear no name.
Heartbreak, and toil and suffering gone
The boys beneath them slumber on
They were the D-Day Dodgers, who'll stay in Italy.
So listen all you people, over land and foam
Even though we've parted, our hearts are close to home.
When we return we hope you'll say
"You did your little bit, though far away
All of the D-Day Dodgers, way out there in Italy.

When Stan was selected to join the Medical Corp, it may have seemed safer than
being in the Infantry, but in practice this often involved going on the battlefield to
select, treat and then retrieve the injured while under fire. Conditions in Italy
were appalling, with prolonged fighting in freezing, wet, muddy conditions.
Mountains and river crossings only added to the challengers as casualty
numbers soared.
Stan and Joe must have sometimes been quite close as the action took place for
months around Monte Cassino and at Anzio. All those participants interviewed
by Gary emphasized how scared everyone was.
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The big question raised by Gary was why today there is so much emphasis on DDay and so little said about the Italian Campaign. One reason is that eventually
Rome was captured by the Allies on 5 June 1944, but this was quickly
overshadowed by the events of D-Day on 6 June. Even then, the Italian
Campaign continued to 2 May 1945 before the Germans surrendered in Italy.
Overall, the battles in Italy were at least as hard as those on D-Day, but
continued for much longer in much worse conditions.
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5.0

AFTER THE WAR

5.1

Joe Returns Home

After the war, Joe returned to his family in Measham. Like many who had fought
in the war, he showed no desire to share the memories of what he had
witnessed. He smoked and enjoyed a glass of beer, but only in moderation and it
was impossible to say whether these two habits were a result of the horrors of
war.
5.2

Joe Returns to Work

Measham was a mining village, on the edge of the South Derbyshire coal field.
The Measham Main Colliery shaft was sunk in 1893/94 and the colliery closed in
1986. During that period, the mine was the main employer for the men of the
village. Not surprisingly, Joe worked at the mine before the war and went back to
working at Measham Main Colliery after the war. After the stresses of warfare,
Joe was understandably not keen on working underground, so opted for a job as
a surface worker at the mine.
At this time, coal was transported from the mine both by road (using a fleet of
lorries) and by rail. Joe's job was to load the railway wagons with coal and
couple them to form a long train.
Joe's work was quite hard manual labour. This was combined with high
responsibility, because any run-away wagons would cross the unprotected road
at the bottom of the yard, with fatal consequences if they hit a passing vehicle.
However, despite the demanding requirements of the job, pay at coal mines was
generally low, since there was a plentiful source of labour as men returned from
the war. The colliery owners – the National Coal Board (NCB) – were not
generous employers, so throughout his working life Joe was not well paid.
Another negative was that until 1958 the mine did not have pit-head baths, so
after work Joe had to wash at home.
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Coal Trains coming from Measham Mine (seen on the horizon)
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The 0-6-0 ST (saddle tank) steam locomotive called SUCCESS which was
one of the locomotives used to haul the coal wagons from Measham Main
Colliery. It is seen here crossing Bosworth Road, with the two cottages
near Ilott Wharf in the background
Mostly, the coal trains were taken by a steam locomotive, past Lodge Farm and
south of Measham to the main railway line. However, even as late as the early
1950s, there was still the occasional locomotive taking the wagons of coal to
sidings at the Ilott Wharf. Here, a coal chute was installed to enable coal to be
loaded into barges. The barges would then transport the coal down the canal to
Coventry and further afield. The barges were operated by families (often
including young children) who lived onboard. The boat children did not go to
school, so any education would be provided within the family.
Paradoxically, this canal that was built to serve the mines was eventually
damaged by the subsidence due to the mining. Currently, the canal terminates
near Snarestone, about a mile before the Illott, because the last 8 miles of canal
has been lost to subsidence. A short 0.5-mile section has recently been
recreated at Moira and a slightly shorter section restored at the Snarestone end
of the gap. There are hopes of gradually recreating the missing 7 miles of canal.
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5.3

Joe Gets Married

Got married in June 1946, aged 29.

Having left the army on 15 January 1946, Joe married 33-year-old Jessie
Longden in Measham Baptist Church only a few months later.

Measham Baptist Church
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Guests on the back row from left to right are Elizabeth Hannah Kent (Joe’s
Sister), Joseph Kent (Joe’s Dad), George Herbert Kent (Joe’s Brother), Joe,
Jessie, Ernest Lindley (Jessie’s Mum’s Cousin), Barbara Briggs (see * below),
Edith Annie Easam (Joe’s Aunt) and Samuel Goodwin Easom (Edith’s Husband).
Guests on the front row: Irene Elizabeth Kent (Daughter of Joe’s Sister Elizabeth
Hannah Kent), Roy Kent (Son of Joe’s Sister Muriel Kent), Rosa Kent (Second
Wife of Joe’s Dad), Margaret Rose Kent (Daughter of Joe’s Sister Elizabeth
Hannah Kent), Lillian Lindley (Ernest’s Wife), Joan Cooper (Daughter of Joe’s
Cousin Edith Annie Spare).
*Barbara Briggs was Jessie’s best friend when they both lived in Sheffield and
was the bridesmaid at Joe and Jessie’s wedding. After the war she visited Jessie
several times, and on one of those visits she met Douglas Clamp the Measham
Village Postman. Barbara and Douglas married in Sheffield in 1949. They
subsequently lived on Ashby Road, Measham.
At Joe and Jessie’s wedding, Ernest Lindley kindly adopted the role of the bride’s
father to give Jessie away.
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5.4

Joe and Jessie’s Home

5.4.1 Measham
Measham Map (Ordnance Survey 1937-1961)

The blue marker indicates Bosworth Road.
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Measham Village Centre to Crossroads Cottages

Section of Bosworth Road
from Measham village centre
to Crossroads Cottages,
(0.75 miles).

Crossroads Cottages – a terrace
of three cottages in the corner of
the field where Bosworth Road
crosses Gallows Lane.

Like many others, the war had robbed Joe and Jessie of precious years as young
adults and they would have had little money and nowhere of their own to live.
They rented a farm worker’s cottage, one of three in a terrace known as
Crossroads Cottages, Bosworth Road, Measham.
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Joe had quite a few relatives living between Crossroads Cottages and Measham
village centre. Going along Bosworth Road towards Measham, Joe’s aunt Edith
(and her husband Sam Easom) had a sweet shop at number 79. Joe’s brother
Reuben also lived with Edith & Sam. Next door was Joe’s aunt Mary Ann (with
her husband Walter Bladon). Both houses had been bought for them by their
mother Jemima. It was told by Joe’s sister Muriel that Jemima and her husband
William had ran a fish and chip shop in nearby Swadlincote. Perhaps this was
the source of the funds for the two houses.
Further down Bosworth Road on the other side was the home of Joe’s aunt
Eleanor (Ellen) with her husband Walter Spare, then nearer to Measham on the
left were Joe’s cousin Edith Cooper with her husband John (Jack), with their
daughters Joan & Doreen (Joe’s first cousins once removed).
It is strange to think that now there are no ‘Kent’ relatives in Measham at all.
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Crossroads Cottages to Ilott Cottages

Measham Colliery

Crossroads
Cottages

The Ilott Cottage where Joe’s Dad lived
with his family for many years

Starting at Crossroads Cottages, but moving away from Measham it was only a
ten-minute walk to Joe’s Dad’s house, called the Illott, next to the Ashby Canal.
The railway sidings can be seen near Ilott Cottage on the map. This is where
wagons unloaded coal down a chute into coal barges on the Ashby Canal.
Note that the colliery, the railway line, Crossroads Cottages, Ilott Cottage, and
the Canal are all gone now. The canal presently terminates just to the south,
near the village of Snarestone.
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5.4.2 Crossroads Cottages

This old photograph shows the Crossroads Cottages. They were in the corner of
the field belonging to Measham Lodge Farm. The outbuilding (toilets, coalsheds, and laundry room) can be seen to the left of the cottages. Joe and
Jessie’s cottage is the one at this end of the terrace and there was a stile closeby in the surrounding hedge, giving easy access to the field.
Crossroads Cottages were probably built in the 1870s to house the farm
labourers of nearby Measham Lodge Farm. The cottages were some distance
from any other properties. The actual crossroads must have been the scene of a
few traffic collisions. To address this danger, Bosworth Road from Measham had
been slightly offset when it reached the crossroads, to stop cars speeding
straight across the main road which had the happy name Gallows Lane!
In the early 1970s, the Crossroads Cottages were damaged beyond repair by
mining subsidence. Joe and Jessie were then rehoused in Hope Cottage on
Leicester Road, Measham.
About 1980, Joe and Jessie moved again to sheltered accommodation in
Heather House, Heather.
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5.5

Joe and Jessie’s Deaths

Sadly, as time went by, Joe had two minor strokes. He recovered quite well, but
it was the start of a gradual deterioration in his health. Joe and Jessie were
struggling to look after themselves in Heather House, and by early 1988 plans
were in place to move them to a care home called Bewcastle House in Beaumont
Leys, Leicester. However, before that could happen, in March 1988 Joe was
admitted to the General Hospital in Leicester, as his overall condition was
worsening. After almost three weeks in hospital with frequent family visits, Joe’s
condition had deteriorated to the point where the hospital warned that Joe might
not last the night. Eric and Geoff visited Joe that evening and despite his failing
health, he was reasonably bright, and they had a pleasant visit. However, the
hospital phoned the following morning to say that sadly Joe had died during the
night. He had died on March 21st 1988 (aged 71).
Jessie did move to Bewcastle House and remained there until she died on
September 7 1990 (aged 78).
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