
THE MINORCA OPEN CAST QUARRY LIAISON COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 

FISHER GERMAN OFFICES AT ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH 

ON 9TH OCTOBER 2018 AT 11.00 AM 

 

 

 
PRESENT:  James Dodds   Chairman 

   Sean Sheahan  Leicestershire County Council 

   Peter Bond  Planning Officer (Consultant) Leicestershire County  

      Council 

   Amelia Lees  Leicestershire County Council 

   Bob Walsh  

   Brian Moseley 

   John Hind  Harworth Group 

   William Gagie  Fisher German 

    

 

   ACTION 

    

1.0  APOLOGIES  

    

 1.1 WMG advised that Measham Parish Council had been in contact as 

they may have sent somebody to the meeting but no-one had arrived.   

 

    

2.0  MINUTES OF LAST MEETING  

    

 2.1 Minutes of the meeting previously held on 25th September 2017 had 

been circulated in advance, as well as shortly after the previous 

meeting, and there were no comments upon these. 

 

    

3.0  MATTERS ARISING  

    

 3.1 It was noted that these would be picked up during the other items on 

the agenda. 

 

    

4.0  SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES  

    

 4.1 Since the last liaison meeting WMG gave an update of matters that had 

been carried out in the last twelve months.  This included the following: 

 

1. Re-seeding of the final area of restoration on the site of the 

offices and the workshop.  

2. A substantially higher water level now visible in the Lake. 

3. The re-fencing and grading of the central bridleway through the 

site and enabling the agricultural gates on either side of this to be 

opened.  

4. The instructions to a contractor to carry out a programme of 

fencing and hedging, commencing on the western part of the 

site which is currently unfenced.  

5. Meeting with Andrew Poole of Leicestershire County Council 

regarding the routing of the footpaths together with the fencing 

contractor to ensure gates and stiles were located in the 

appropriate places to enable the footpaths to follow logical 
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routes and not be obstructed.   

6. The site has been grazed and mown through the year for 

agricultural purposes. 

    

5.  PLANNED WORKS FOR NEXT TWELVE MONTHS  

    

 5.1 WMG provided a summary of the intended works for the next twelve 

months: 

 

1. Fencing and hedging as listed above.  It was noted that it may 

not be possible to achieve all of this in the winter 2018/19 season 

partly due to a lack of resources but also due to release of the 

Bond by Leicestershire County Council and the impact on the 

availability of cash this was causing at Harworth, who had 

expected the initial bond release over a year ago and were 

continuing to await this.  This was giving Harworth limited 

confidence in releasing further funds that would ultimately be 

reimbursed from the bond and PB undertook to continue to 

investigate this with Leicestershire County Council.  SS also 

proposed that he may seek to raise it at a member level to see if 

that would assist in releasing it. 

2. Further hedge trimming around the site.  It was requested by Bob 

Walsh and Brian Mosley that the southern perimeter road was the 

most urgent area required.  WMG explained that it had always 

been the intention to carry this out in a rotation so as not to hack 

back all the hedges at the same time as many of them had not 

been touched for some time and they would seek to have this 

section addressed in this season. 

3. Prepare and submit an under drainage scheme to LCC although 

WMG indicated that he felt it was too early for this to be installed 

at the moment as the ground was still subject to settlement.   

4. Newt fencing.  The newt surveys had now been completed and 

we have been given approval that the newt fencing could now 

be removed.  This can only be carried out in April/May each 

season and Fisher German will seek a price for its removal.   

5. Near to the bridleway across the centre of the site, there is a 

culvert which does not outfall into the ditch on the eastern side 

due to the variation in levels.  In order for it to outfall in the ditch, it 

would have to be lowered significantly and this would create a 

very wide feature which would look entirely artificial in this 

environment.  The current ditch does serve some purpose in 

collecting field drainage, run off drainage from the site it was felt 

by all that this was not making a material difference to the site 

and may therefore be left in its current condition.   

 

    

6.  THE LAKE  

    

 6.1 It was noted that the water levels in the lake were significantly higher 

than twelve months ago despite the very dry summer.  The onsite 

inspection prior to the meeting had indicated that water levels had 

been approximately two feet higher at their peak but no doubt there 

have been significant evaporation over the summer period.  JD 

indicated that he was certain that the water levels would never reach 

the maximum that was proposed on the restoration scheme to allow an 

outfall into the adjacent lagoons.  The history of the situation regarding 

the difficulty in getting approval from the Environment Agency for the 

site drainage to utilise the lake as an initial settling lagoon was discussed 
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as was the prospect of the Ashby Canal progressing and requiring the 

lake.  BW undertook to introduce Dr Orace Mulka, Chairman of the 

canal Trust to WMG/AL for an update regarding the progress of the 

canal and the likelihood of the lake being needed.  It was noted that it 

will be up to LCC to decide whether or not they require the lake at the 

end of the aftercare period as the section 106 agreement sets out a 

clear timetable for this. 

    

7.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

    

 7.1 SS enquired regarding the position with Measham Fields Farm and it was 

confirmed that all conditions have now been discharged but the 

planning consent had not been implemented.    BW requested that the 

footpath on the eastern boundary be cleared as it was currently 

impassable and WMG to investigate as to whether this was a Harworth 

responsibility or LCC. 

 

    

8.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

    

 8.1 A meeting was proposed for March/April 2019 but JH proposed to send a 

review in advance of that meeting to confirm what works have been 

carried out so that all involved can assess whether a meeting was 

genuinely required. 

 

 


