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Christmas Competition 

 

To be in with a chance of winning a Lindt Christmas Teddy chocolate gift, please answer the following 

question. 

 

Which country donates a Christmas tree to stand in Trafalgar Square each Christmas as a ‘Thank You’ 

for help that  Gt Britain gave to them in World War II. 

 

…………………………………………………… 

 

Name  ……………………………………….. 

 

Address ………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

Entries to be marked for Measham Messenger and left at Measham Leisure Centre by Monday 22nd 

December.  Alternatively e mail the answer with your contact details to 

editor@meashammessenger.co.uk.  The first correct entry drawn after the closing date will win the gift. 
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Below is our annual Christmas Message, this year supplied with grateful thanks to Revd 

Vivien Elphick:- 

 

Dear All 

 

What do you make of this year’s crop of TV Christmas ads? One in particular is driving me mad: not 

the ad itself but the tune “It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, everywhere you go”. It’s one of 

those tunes that has got stuck in my brain and I keep finding myself singing it. It’s is driving me 

spare. 

 

I am intrigued by the picture of Christmas that the ads present to us. The promise is of course ‘buy 

our product and your Christmas too can be like this.’ So we see turkeys roasted to perfection, 

chocolate oozing from desserts, families together all laughing and happy, unstressed parents, and 

streets plucked from Victorian Christmas cards – snow and lamplight.  The message? This is what 

Christmas means. This is what Christmas is all about. 

 

I have no problem with having a lovely Christmas meal. I have no problem with people coming 

together to enjoy themselves. I enjoy those things myself (though I hate Christmas shopping). I am 

not anti-Christmas fun. 

 

But..but we all know that this sort of Christmas doesn’t always deliver what it says on the tin. The 

meal doesn’t always work out as planned, families do have spats and sulks and it doesn’t snow after 

all. Some find this sort of Christmas painful – perhaps family is far away, or a loved one has died; 

perhaps the money doesn’t stretch far enough to give the kids all that we’d hoped. A sense of 

loneliness can be heightened. And there is the news with its stories of those in our world who will 

have a terrible time. 

 

What if there’s a better sort of Christmas? What if there is a God who loves you? Who loves you just 

as you are? What if this is what Christmas is all about? This year 2014 is the number of years since 

one man was born, Jesus Christ. Christmas celebrates his birth. What if he was God living on earth? 

   

What if the best Christmas ever is to know that Jesus is asking to be born in us again? To know that 

we are beloved of God is the most amazing thing, changing the way we see everyday life? What if 

there is someone, no less a person than God himself who is there for us through thick and thin? 

    

What if………. 

 

Wishing you a blessed and holy Christmas. 

 

Revd Vivien Elphick 

Team Rector, St Laurence Church Measham    

Measham Messenger – Important Notice 
 

Just to re-iterate that any literature for the Messenger including adverts, payments or editorial to be now dropped off/ mailed 

to Measham Leisure Centre where we have a tray. The address is Measham Leisure Centre, Off High Street, Measham, 

Swadlincote, Derbys, DE12 7HR.  NB:  Please mark for the attention of Measham Messenger.  Anyone wishing to call 

us (Charlotte or Dean) can do so by using the dedicated Messenger line on 01530 382017; answer machine will be in opera-

tion if call can not be taken. 

 

Items can be e mailed to editor@meashammessenger.co.uk and enquiries also forwarded to that e mail address. 

 

Please don’t forget copies of the Messenger can be picked up at the Medical Unit, Leisure Centre, Library, Youth Centre, 

St Charles Church Hall, St Laurence, Museum, Newsagents,  Age Concern, Top Secret Hair Salon, D G Graphics, 

Steve’s Fish Bar on Atherstone Road Shopping Precinct, Village Hall and Cemetery Entrance.  There are also organisa-

tions who distribute copies within their establishments.     A copy can be accessed by visiting the Parish Council website as 

the Council kindly upload our issues onto their site. 
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Snippets Of News, Information & Appeals 
 

Measham Museum 

Please take note that the Museum will close for the winter break at 4.00pm on Saturday 13th 

December re-opening on Tuesday 20th January 2015 at 10.00am.  NB: If weather bad, museum 

may not open. 

 

Measham Museum and History Group would like to take this opportunity to wish volunteers, friends and 

visitors a Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.  They would also like to thank parishioners for 

their support and look forward to seeing you in 2015. 

 

Measham Leisure Centre:- 

 

Seated Aerobics 

This class runs every Monday at 1.30pm for the  50+ year age range.  Cost is £2.50 and includes a 45 

minute class followed by a free hot drink. 

 

Sequence Dancing 

The above runs every Wednesday between 1.30pm – 4.00pm and is for the 50+ age range.  Cost is 

£3.00 each including a hot drink/biscuits at the interval. 

 

Mini Dribblers 

This fun soccer coaching class for the 3 – 5 year olds is held every Thursday between 4.30pm – 

5.30pm.  The class is run in association with Yogi’s soccer academy and cost is £2.70 each. 

 

New Class – Metafit 

This is run by Melinda Wells starting on Thursday 8th January and will run between 9.15am – 

9.45am.  It is a weekly class and booking is not required.  Just turn up! 

 

Cardio Sculpture 

This class runs every Monday between 5.30pm – 6.30pm and is for the 12 – 25 year age range.  The 

class is girls only and costs just £1.00 to participate.  No booking required, again just turn up. 

 

For information on any of the above call 01530 274061. 

 

Christmas Opening/Closing Times 

The Leisure Centre will be closed from 24th December – 28th December and then again on 31st 

December until re-opening 2nd January. 

 

Measham Library 

Closing times are as follows over the festive period:- 

   Friday 26th December Closed 

   Saturday 27th December Normal Opening hours 

   Tuesday 30th December Normal Opening Hours 

   Friday 2nd January  Normal Opening Hours 

 

A reminder that the following events take place weekly at Measham library:- 

 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Parent Led Rhyme Time 

This is a chance to meet other mums and babies and is followed by coffee and a chat.  It runs every 

Tuesday morning between 10.30am – 11.00am. 

 

Knit & Stitch 

An informal knitting group for both experts and novices alike,  No booking required, just come turn 

up!  It takes place every Tuesday between 10.30am – 12.30pm. 

 

NB:  In December the library will host the following:- 

 

Christmas Crafts Table 

This is Tuesday afternoons and Fridays plus Saturday am during normal opening hours.  Cost is 

£1.00 per child. 
 

Christmas Colouring Competition 

There are three age categories with a winner in each .  Age groups are  0 – 4 years, 5 – 7 years and 8 – 

11 years.  Entry is 50p per child and the competition closes on 30th December. 

 

Mystery Book 

If you borrow 6 books in December you will be eligible to take home a mystery book and your 

mystery book may contain a prize.  Children only. 

 

DVD Offer 

If you borrow a dvd on 19th December you pay for one weeks hire and get two weeks free. 

 

For further information on anything concerning the above notices, please contact Measham library on 

0116 3053709. 

 

Measham Townswomen’s Guild 

The Guild meet at Age Concern – High Street, Meaham and the next scheduled meeting will be 

Monday 9th February commencing at 7.00pm.  The Guild invite you to come along as guest and join 

in friendship and fun for just 20p. 

 

Appleby Magna Film Society 

The above non profit club run by volunteers will start of 2015 with a Friday 9th January showing.  The 

movie will be ‘The Grand Budapest Hotel’ starring Ralph Fiennes and Tilda Swinton. 

 

For further details please contact Sonia Liff on 01530 272327 or for membership details contact 

Linda Plummer on 01827 880241. 

 

Poppy Appeal 2014 

A terrific record amount of £3608.15p was raised in Measham during the recent poppy campaign. 

 

Grateful thanks go to door to door collectors and counters:- 

 

 Mrs G Banton, Mrs S Davies, Mr P Harper, Mrs J Leedham, Mr P Lunn, 

 Mrs Jo Wileman, Mrs J Wileman, Mrs S Oakes, Ms C Nicholl, Mrs M Nicoll & 

            Mr & Mrs B Claybrook. 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Christmas At Measham 
 

Christmas at Measham had a special boost this year – it didn’t rain!!!!  As a result of this an estimated 

five hundred people attended the festivities.  The children were given glow sticks and their parents 

joined them in polishing off mince pies, biscuits and tea and coffee etc in St Laurence Church Hall.   The 

Church Hall also housed a tombola stall and a Children’s Treasure Hunt. 

 

Crowds were entertained by the ‘Melody Blue’ Choir and then joined in heartily with a session of carol 

singing, backed by Donisthorpe Scout Band. 

 

After the carol singing the Christmas street lights were switched on, together with the special lights on St 

Laurence’s ‘Tower of Light’.  As in the past all the lights gave a wonderful atmospheric lift to the 

evening; never failing to impress. 

 

Santa arrived at his appointed time, but due to popular demand, had to stay a lot longer than scheduled.  

The queue of children giving Christmas orders was never ending. 

 

Many of the shops stayed open late and due to the kind weather a lot more parishioners stayed within the 

village for lengthy periods. 

 

The ‘Tower Of Light’ stays open for anyone wishing to remember a special friend or relation who will 

not be around this Christmas, whether passed away, abroad or working away.  Application forms are 

available till 22nd December online at the Parish Council site, St Laurence Church or selected shops, 

businesses within the village.  Proceeds will go to Measham Medical Unit to purchase much needed 

new equipment. 

 

Article Supplied by Stuart Boothroyd 

Thanks also to all the shops, pubs an locations that accepted a poppy box. 

If any more volunteers would like to assist in the 2015 campaign, Organiser Alan Oakes would love to 

hear from you on 01530 272678. 
 

St Laurence:- 
 

Carol Singing 

Singers from St Laurence will be singing carols in Measham on the evening of the 20th December. 

Commencement will be at Robin’s Nest Community Centre on Wigeon Drive at 6.30pm.  They will 

be calling at the Link restaurant and then village pubs ending at the New Swan pub on High Street.  

There will be no collections and organisers invite you to get into the Christmas spirit by joining them. 
 

Nativity Sheep Trail 

On Saturday 6th December Bishop Tim (Bishop Of Leicester) delivered 12 sheep (not real sheep I hasten 

to add) to 12 of the shops in the village and now it is time to locate them and discover their names to 

enter the ongoing competition (Closing date 20th December).  Competition details including entry form 

and colouring sheet are available on St Laurence’s website –  Website details:-

www.stlaurencechurchmeasham.org,uk 
 

Ashby Castle WI 

The above will host their new year meeting on 15th January at the Congregational Church, Kilwardby 

Street at 2:00pm. There is a small fee for visitors. Please ring Lesley on 01530 455957 for more 

information. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Christmas Opening 

On Wednesday 24th December, Christmas Eve, the unit will be shut ( open for 

emergencies) from 12:30 pm until 2:00 pm and then will shut for Christmas at 

4pm. We reopen on Saturday 27th December from 8:00am until 11:50 am for 

emergencies only. 

 

On Wednesday 31st December we will also be shutting at 4pm, reopening on 

Friday 2nd January at 8:00 am as normal 

 

Updated website 

We have launched our updated website www.meashamdoctors.co.uk. The 

online services for prescriptions and appointments remain the same with a new 

survey available to all patients called the Friends and Family test – please take 

the time to fill it out for us. 

 

Receptionist vacancy 

We will be advertising for a full time receptionist during December. Please see 

our website for full details www.meashamdoctors.co.uk 

All the Doctors and Staff at the medical Unit would like to wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas. 
 

 

 

 

 


